
          Third Quarter Newsletter 

 

Governor Thadôs Message 
    My warmest greetings are extended to the 

members of the WINUM District.  As the sea-

sons change, so does the work of Optimists that 

we do for the youth of our communities.  Much 

space in this current newsletter is in regard to 

the upcoming District Conference at Fox Hills 

Resort in Mishicot on May 15th and 16th.  I en-

courage representation of all clubs in the Dis-

trict for the sake of the kids and invite you to 

read about the details as given by the Commit-

tee Chairs of the District Team.  As always, a 

lot of time and effort is given to put this meeting together and ensuring 

that those attending will find it as rewarding as possible.  In light of 

that, I have a bunch of stuff to share with you this newsletter. 

    First of all, the District Newsletter is different!  Instead of mailing a 

black and white hard copy to all of our members and wondering when 

it will be received and what hold ups the copies will come across as 

they travel via USPS, we are taking advantage of the technology that is 

available and sending it to you in an electronic format.  I hope that the 

electronic version travels better and quicker.  We may come across 

some bugs that we didnôt foresee and if we do we will work to iron 

them out.  The reason for the switch is to save money.  The current 

Newsletter will be posted on the District website, www.winum.com, to 

be downloaded at your convenience and it has also been sent to each 

clubôs Optimist e-mail address for distribution directly to the clubôs 

membership.  A post card explaining this change was sent out to all 

members at the beginning of March. Each club is encouraged to e-mail 

a copy directly to its members or as an attachment to the clubôs news-

letter.  We ask that each club make and distribute copies of the news-

letter to those club members that cannot be contacted via internet.  I 

am asking that each club make sure that their members are up to date 

by using this distribution method. 

    Now that I know that all of you understand how to get this and fu-

ture District Newsletters I have some really great news to share with 

you!  I would like all of you to welcome the newest addition to the 

WINUM District:  The Phoenix Optimist Club. This is a 

College Club meeting  on the University of Green Bay 

campus.                                                                  (continued on page 2)                
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It was formed on Monday March 9th with 34 charter members.  My thanks go out to those that worked to 

bring it about.  I canôt wait for them to start serving the 1,190 kids that their numbers represent  

    Going with the flow, Iôll talk numbers now.  The WINUM District started the 2008/09 Optimist year with 

2534 members.  As of today, March 15th, we have 2540 members, an increase of six!!  This is a great 

achievement and needs to be celebrated!  I have seen the numbers from the rest of our Region and Optimist 

International in general and we are well above the curve.  Most everyone else and O/I in general are down.  

We have done a fine job of replacing lost Optimists in our existing clubs and are now beginning to build 

new clubs.  All of you are to be commended for a job well done.  Itôs well done, but not over.  We need to 

continue to recruit, replace and build.  We know what our numbers are and we need to manage those num-

bers.  This is not so we look good on the spread sheet, but so that we can serve more kids.  If numbers are 

down, fewer kids are being served.  Just do the math itôs a plain and simple fact.  The opposite is true if the 

numbers are up.  Look at your club and make sure your numbers are up.  If help is needed, contact me and I 

will put myself and our District Team at your service to help turn things around. 

    Letôs see, so far Iôve covered the new Newsletter format, the new Phoenix Optimist Club and our num-

bers.  I guess itôs time to bring you up to speed on an issue that is near and dear to my heart.  That would be 

future District leadership.  Nominations for and election of Lieutenant Governors for the 2009/10 Optimist 

year will be done at this upcoming conference.  We need people to do this very important job.  We have 11 

Zones and need 11 Lt Govs.  Please volunteer for this position in your Zone or for a neighboring Zone.  

You will find it to be one of the most rewarding experiences that being an Optimist have to offer.  The 

qualification for that job is that you be a Past President of an Optimist Club. 

    Speaking of qualifications, the WINUM District now has a Qualifications Committee made up of the last 

five Past Governors and chaired by Past Governor Romey Wagner.  The purpose of this committee is to 

qualify candidates for the position of Governor-Elect.  I think that it would be grand if we knew who our 

future leaders were and they knew who they were so that more time could be spent preparing to ensure the 

success of the WINUM District.  Weôve been seat of the pants for too long.  We need to select the best Op-

timists to give us the best future results.  One of the necessary qualifications, among others is that the candi-

date be a past Lieutenant Governor. 

    Now in the ñWhat can the District do for my clubò department, Iôll let you in on something that we have 

been working on.  Iôve asked the Lt Govs to contact the clubs for a ñstraw pollò as to their involvement in a 

District wide fund raiser.  As of this writing, we are still in the ñstraw pollò phase of gathering the informa-

tion.  If the proposal that we are offering is accepted, clubs that would want to be involved have an opportu-

nity to generate a minimum of $500 profit with little to no work.  If this sounds interesting to you contact 

your Lt Gov or me for details and give your commitment to make it a success.  Yes it is legal, yes it would 

be approved by Optimist International and yes it would be approved by the Board of Directors.  

    I guess that that is all I needed to talk about.  As always, if you need to get a hold of me:  phone 715-574-

2777, e-mail tls0726@hotmail.com and USPS Thad Streeter, 5002 Tanya St, Schofield, WI 54476.  

 

 

                    Thad Streeter  
                        2008-09 Governor  

 
 

 

Governor Thadôs Message  (Continued from page 1) 
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HH IGHIGH   FF IVEIVE   FROMFROM   YOURYOUR  GGOVERNOROVERNOR--EELECTLECT ......  
 

What a change in the weather.  If I recall, when I was writing my article in the previous newsletter, we were 

dealing with temperatures of ï20 degrees.  Today, however, with Spring just around the corner, we have 

clear skies, sun shining, temps in the low 40ôs and everyone seems to be wearing a smile and having a posi-

tive attitude.  So, with a smile and a positive attitude, I am looking forward to the 3rd Quarter Conference in 

Mishicot, WI.  In viewing the tentative agenda, it looks like a lot of exciting things happening. 

 

All of the Optimist Clubs in the WINUM District should have their new club officers elected prior to the 3rd 

Quarter Conference.  I would encourage all newly elected officers and appointees to attend this upcoming 

conference to get acquainted with the District Team. 

 

Also, the 3rd Quarter Conference is when we accept nominees for 2009-2010 Lt. Governors and each zone 

will vote in their new Lt. Governor at the Conference.  So, if you have a candidate in mind, be sure to share 

your thoughts with your current Lt. Governor, or myself, and weôll be glad to help with encouragement and 

answer any questions they may have. 

 

When you see me in Mishicot, if you would shake my hand and 

then give me a High Five, I will know that you took the time to 

read my article. 

 

See you at Mishicot. 

 

John VanBeek 

715-839-8739 

signman2@charter.net 
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  WELCOME OUR NEWEST CLUBé..WELCOME OUR NEWEST CLUBé..  
 

Chartered on  Monday March 9th with 34 Charter Members !  

mailto:signman2@charter.net
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THIRD QUARTER CONFERENCE  ~  May 15 & 16, 2009 
   The third quarter of the Every Child is a Treasure  Year finds us at Fox Hills Resort in Mishi-

cot!  In addition to the business of our great District, some fun things are in the works: 

§ there is the potential for a golf outing on Friday provided the courses are open for play.  

Lt. Governors John and Dale are making those arrangements. 

§ The Two Rivers Club will host our treasure ( scavenger )  hunt on Friday night, and 

§ the Sheboygan Noon and Evening Clubs will be hosting hospitality at the Resort. 

 

  Thanks to all of these members for stepping up and offering social networking opportunities for 

all of us!  I appreciate their help in making this conference a success. 

 

  I marvel every year at the poise and thoughtful presentations offered by the Oratorical competi-

tors also part of this conference.  Because of our special speaker scheduled for the afternoon, 

Oratorical will be held on-site but up against our General Session.  You have the option of attend-

ing all of the speeches or hearing the winners of Oratorical, Essay and Communication Contest 

for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at lunch the choice is yours! 

 

  See the days schedule submitted by your Leadership Development Committee elsewhere in this 

newsletter.  PLEASE SEND YOUR REGISTRATIONS BY THE MAY 9TH DEADLINE . 

 

Laurel Schirmer 

Conference/Convention Chair  

 

Sponsor A New Member Today !  
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Third Quarter Agenda  

May 15 & 16, 2009 

Fox Hills Resort, 250 W. Church Street  

Mishicot WI     

 

Friday May 15 

4:30 p.m.  Executive Board Meeting  

6:00 p.m.   Treasure Hunt  

   Hospitality 

 

Saturday May 16 

7:00 a.m.  Past Governorôs, Governor & Governor Elect Breakfast 

8:00 a.m.   Lt.  Governors & Presidents  

ü Meet with your Gov. Thad Streeter 

8:00a.m.  First Timers  

ü Learn more about the WINUM District  

8:30 a.m.   Welcome, Introductions, Parade of Banners  

TBD   Oratorical Contest 

8:45 a.m.   General Session 

9:45 a.m.  Break 

10:00 a.m.  PGI 

ü Parliamentary Procedure 

11:30 a.m.   Break  

ü Review CPA Books  

ü Purchase Raffle tickets  

ü Connect with your Essay, Oratorical and Communication Contest for the Deaf & 

Hard of Hearing 

12:00 noon  Lunch &OI Foundation Raffle 

Meet the participants and hear the winning speeches of the Essay, Oratorical and Com-

munication Contest for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing winners.   

2:00 p.m.  Break  

2:15 p.m.  De Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila (KGB) 

ü 9 Seasons with the Green Bay Packers.  Now meet the other side of KGB, and his 

real focus on helping others through 

Freedom House, Freedom Life Skills 

program, Bay Area Humane Society, Fit 

Kids Programs and many more activi-

ties.   

4:00 p.m.  Break 

4:15 p.m.  Conference Wrap Up 
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K e y no t e  S pe a ke r 

Third Quarter conference 

May 16. 2009, 2:15 PM 
 

 

De Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila, also known as KGB.   
 

You know him as a Packer player, playing 9 seasons with the Green Bay Packers.  

He became the first Green Bay player to record double ï digit sack totals four years 

in a row. He led Green Bayós defensive linemen with 55 tackles in 2003, and was second both in 2004 (52) 

and in 2005 (career-high 81). 

 

With a career total of 74 sacks he moved past Reggie Whiteôs total of (68 İ) as Green Bayôs all-time 

leader.  He has sacked 40 different Quarter Backs in his career, has 17 multi-sack games in his career.  He 

has proven to be durable, having appeared in 115 of 117 games dating back to November 2000 (his rookie 

season) 

 

Now letôs learn about the other side of KGB!  He was born in Los Angeles and grew up in the tough streets 

of South Central L. A. He was one of seven children and has a twin sister Kubrat who is 10 minutes older 

than hm.  In High School he earned three letters in football as a defensive end and tight end, he also lettered 

three times for the schoolôs track team.  He was chosen as a National Football Foundation Hall of Fame 

Scholar athlete.  He was one of 40 student-owners of the nations first student-run natural food company, 

ñFood from the Hoodò, which provided south Central L.A with high quality organic produce.   As a 17 year 

old high school student, he appeared on the cover of Newsweek magazine in recognition of the groups ef-

forts.  Also was honored on Newsweekôs American Achievement Awards. 

 

KGB was one of the Packersô most active players in the Green Bay Community.  He works with Manna for 

Life, a local food pantry and thrift store in Green Bay, handing out food and praying with those in need. 

 

He has raised roughly $11,000.00 per sack in 2007 for Freedom House, having pledged $1,000 per sack 

himself and getting in-kind donations from teammates and local businesses.  Freedom Hose is a local home-

less shelter for which he serves as a board member.   He is the assistant coordinator for the local Celebra-

tion Church Bayside, teaching people how to manage money Godôs way using Biblical principals. 

 

He is a member of the founding board and the board of directors helping to launch the national Freedom 

Life Skills program in northeast Wisconsin, a program that uses an educational curriculum to help victims 

of trauma, abuse or other emotional setbacks cope with their difficulties. 

 

There is so much to learn from KGB!  Clear your calendar and join us at third quarter conference to hear 

from KGB and our outstanding youth with their winning speeches and essays. 

                                                                                                                    BY: Judy Goodchild 

                                                                                                                         Leadership, Development  Team 
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LT. GOVERNORS  ZONE REPORTS   

ZONE 1: Eveyln Usher, Lt. Gov: Zone 1 has been very busy as usual, SUPERIOR CLUB:  They have been busy 
preparing for our upcoming Meatball Dinner on April 15, (tax day!)  They typically serve 500-700 dinners in a 3 hour 
period! Their Alpha Club is gearing up for another "free store" in which they provide school items to kids in need at no 
cost.  They receive donations from the community and then give the items to the other students.  In addition, they have 
been playing bingo with a group of seniors at least once a month.  Both the kids and the seniors enjoy it thoroughly!  
HALLIE CLUB:  This club was well represented at the 2nd Quarter Conference with 7 members attending and also 
brought home several awards (scrapbook 1st place, Honor Club 2007-2008, and most A & A points) The Youth of the 
Month is in full swing, Essay Contest is over and produced three great winners, Scholarship Program in progress, and 
looking forward into April with Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and CHAD (Children's Health Awareness Day) EAU 
CLAIRE CLUB: They hosted their first Speed Dating event on Valentineôs Day.  They had 53 participants and earned 
$1,100.  They considered it a success and plan to host more in the future.  In order to advertise this event they created 
a website for the club.  You can learn more about the club at www.eauclaireoptimists.org.  During January and Febru-
ary, they honored the middle school students in their school district for Youth Appreciation and presented the students 
with framed certificates and $50 gift certificates.  On March 5, they had a Pizza Party at the Holiday Inn-Green Mill for 
these students and families.  The Essay contest winners were also honored at this party.  On March 17 they will be 
doing the annual Career Day at the Ramada Hotel.  Students participate in "earning a paycheck" and then learn how to 
make choices in spending it.  This is followed by a luncheon where local business people are available to share what 
their careers and business are. DURAND CLUB: Essay contest underway, Casino fundraiser a great success, Youth 
of the Month in progress, and the Oratorical Contest is also in progress. OSSEO CLUB: Lasagna Dinner fundraiser 
coming up as well as the Breakfast with the Easter Bunny. Finished the Dictionary Project and was represented by 
their Vice President at the 2nd Quarter Conference. CHIPPEWA  FALLS CLUB:  They served at "Agnes' Table" (a 
free meal to the needy), Youth of the Month in progress and planning a Social White Elephant Fundraiser. MENOMO-
NIE CLUB: Youth of the Month in progress, Scholarship program is also in progress.  A Youth Bowling Tournament 
was held with the proceeds going to the Youth Bowling League.  Oratorical contest to be held on March 30 and on April 

11 the Breakfast with the Easter Bunny will be held. 

ZONE 4: Linda Hansen, Lt. Gov: Things are busy in Zone 4. The Tri City of Marinette and Menominee County 
club is working hard to organize bringing in the Vietnam Wall for the Fourth of July complete with a fly over and pa-
rade.  Please try to visit the Tri-City club and support their efforts. Green Bay Sunrise is continuing their work with the 
children of Jefferson Elementary. They are also busy planning scholarship contests for both the fifth graders and the 
Octagon Club which they sponsor at West High in Green Bay.  They also will be hosting a NOW meeting on March 24th 
at the Harmony Café in Green Bay. Noon Optimist of Howard-Suamico is recovering from the fire at Rivers Bend 
which displaced them temporarily.  They are now back to business as usual and invite all to their annual Pancake and 
Porkie Breakfast on March 29th at the Rivers Bend Supper Club, in Howard. The Pulaski-Krakow club is growing by 
leaps and bounds. They are in the midst of organizing a car show to be hosted this summer. 
ZONE 5: Jim Mayefske, Lt. Gov: Congratulations to the Green Bay Preble Club as they are the new sponsors of 
the just chartered Phoenix Optimist Club. This new club chartered with 34 members mainly comprised of college stu-
dents at UWGB. The Green Bay Preble Club also just approved $26,000 to be distributed from their newly formed 
foundation to various youth groups in the community. Their Easter Egg hunt at Preble Park is just around the corner. 
The Green Bay Allouez Club just completed their biggest fund raiser of the year, the St. Pattyôs Day Raffle. They 
completely sold out their 400 raffle tickets at $100 each and after payouts and expenses netted about $20,000.  I per-
sonally attended the event and was quite impressed with their setup and even though my ticket didnôt win the grand 
prize of $10,000 I still ended up being one of 76 - $200 winners. I am looking forward to their club doing a CPA booklet 
on this raffle as it could be a model for other clubs to follow. Speaking of fund raisers the Green Bay Thursday Break-
fast Club made about $16,000 on their Super Bowl Raffle and just approved funding for the following programs: Win-
ners Wear Helmets, YMCA Swim Smart, the CP Telethon, and Dare Bowling. On a final note, all 6 clubs in zone 5 are 
exploring the possibility of doing one big combined community service project, this has never been attempted before. 



 LT. GOVERNORS  ZONE REPORTS  Continued  
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ZONE 8: Jackie Parish, Lt. Gov: Kaukauna.. Heart of the valley held a youth Appreciation Dinner with Wrights-
town and Greenleaf Optimist Clubs on Wednesday, November 12th, 2008. Twelve students from 4 High Schools 
were Given awards and a chance to be the lucky winner of a $500 dollar grant for College. The Students and their par-
ents were treated to a country style dinner at the Mariner in Kaukauna. Kaukauna has a total membership of 18 mem-
bers. Neenah-Menasha Noon Just completed a 6 week BB gun safety program. 22 boys and girls received cetification 
of completions. $ 250.00 was given to Hoover for the Snack Pak program. $ 500.00 to Beamings- a horse riding pro-
gram for the mentally challenged kids and adults. $ 1,500.00 checks were given out to students for their Scholarship 
program. They adopted a family for Christmas and manned the Santa Phone where 300 boys and girls called in. Gave 
$1000.00 to Youth Go, a program that helps to prevent Truancy in schools through counseling and advocacy. Also sup-
port Neenah Jooi Club with 34 students who work at the food pantry for service to community. Neenah-Menasha has a 
membership of 40. Oshkosh Noon members walked in the Christmas Parade on November 8th passing out candy. The 
last Saturday in November they rang  bells for the Salvation Army. The Club Supports a 5 year old boy with childhood 
Cancer. Oshkosh plans to build a new Club in Winchester, but due to the weather it is on hold till warmer weather. On 
24th of Feb. they had a oratorical contest with 106 boys and girls. They have a membership of 26. Have got one new 
member in October.  Appleton Noon Youth Appreciation week was held for Public and Charter schools now it is being 
held for Private schools. Eight -8th graders were awarded a $ 100.00 saving bond, All students are chosen by their 
schools. Membership is 28. Waupaca Club In December hosted "Breakfast with Santa", they served about 100 boys 
and girls and parents. Waupaca hopes to raise thier membership with a NOW meeting. Total members are 8. 
ZONE 9: Pat Wettstein, Lt. Gov: Overall, as of March 15th, Zone 9 is down by three members.  But that hasnôt 
stopped the good activities. The Brillion club held their annual pizza make fundraiser and raised around $9,000 (they 
used 1800 pounds of cheese and 600 pounds of sausage).  They had three placed winners for the Essay Contest. Their 
Tri-Star basketball was held on March 6 & 7.  The club will be honoring Dutch Arnhoelterm, a charter member who 
passed away in December,  with a patch on the club banner.  They had a boy and girl winner for the Oratorical Contest. 
The Chilton club will hold their Tri Star Basketball contest on March 21. The local Oratorical Contest will be held on 
March 28.  They had one entry for the Essay Contest.  A NOW meeting is scheduled for March 18. One of their big fund-
raisers, the Friend of Youth Raffle will be held on April 16 with Green Bayôs Channel 2, Bill Jaartz as their MC.  The 
Calumet County Sheriffôs Explorers have expressed a desire to assist the club with the Safe Assured Program and  were 
trained March 1.  The Middle School Principal, will be working on opportunities for the club to bring the Safe Assured ID 
system into the school.  The average attendance for our breakfast meeting in February was 22.25 members.  The Hew 
Holstein club had 32 kids participate in their Tri-Star Basketball on February 14.  They had their Husky Hangout on 
February 20 and a Brat Fry fundraiser is planned for April 25.  Their Optimist Park 50/50 raffle fundraiser netted around 

$600.  This yearôs Youth Appreciation Week Project recently presented the winners with their awards.   

Zone 10: John Leonhard, Lt. Gov: The clubs Zone 10 clubs have finished Tri-Star basketball club competitions and 
the Fond du Lac Evening Club is preparing to host the District Tri-Star event. North Fond du Lac Club has started 
fund raising with the first brat fry of the season.  They will be starting a raffle as part of their efforts for to give their an-
nual scholarship. The Noon and the Evening Clubs have been giving funds to some of the Middle School's Junior 

Honor Societies. It is being used to help needy honor students take their clubs trip to Washington DC.  

Zone 11: Mark Miller, Lt. Gov: All clubs are participating in the Essay Contest. Oostburg ï Treasures of the Heart 
- Collected toys & clothes, and distributed them to schools and Salvation Army. Plymouth ï Ringing Bells, Shopping 
with Santa, and helping to host the Santa Steam Engine kept them busy, but not too much that they still had time for 
their Family Holiday Party. Sheboygan Evening ï Regular meetings to plan for the warmer weather, SafeAssured in-
volvement, and a Holiday Party. Sheboygan Noon ï Wrapped gifts with school students which will be given to less 
privileged children, signed valentines which will be distributed to children in the hospital, contributed to purchase Girl 

Scout Cookies for the Troops, and starting a JOOI club. 
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I am sure that a lot of clubs are already planning and working towards being Honor Club 

for the 2008/2009 year.  Well, donôt forget about your CPA (Community Project Award).  

This year this is one of the requirements of being Honor Club.  Here are some questions 

and answers to help your club prepare your CPA. 

 

Q. What is a CPA? 

A. CPA is a step-by-step procedure that other clubs can follow in order to duplicate the event. 

 

Q. What categories can I enter? 

A.  There are only two categories this year: Fundraising, and Community Service. 

 

Q. When is the CPA due, and where is it sent? 

A. The CPA is due (in my hands) by September 30, 2009.  Please send them to Jo Ann Gustavson, 

810 Grand Avenue, Neillsville, WI 54456. 

  

Q. Where can I find help? 

             A. There are a number of places to look for help with your CPA.  The first is OI website at                                    

      www.optimist.org.  Once there, look under ñMembersò and click on ñClubs and Districtsò, then 

     ñPrograms/Activitiesò, then ñCPAò. 

     Or you can e-mail me at guswalk@tds.net, or call me at 715-937-4988. 

 

Q. Do I need a special binder to organize the CPA? 

A. No.  You may use any binder.  Just make sure that you follow the instructions for creating the 

CPA booklet. All parts of the CPA needs to be included (nothing more, nothing less). 

 

Q. What competitions will my entry be entered into? 

A. All CPAôs that I have in my hands on September 30, 2009, will be entered into the WINUM 

District  Competition at the 1st quarter District Conference.   The 1st place winners from both 

the Fundraising, and the  Community Service categories, will be entered into the Optimist In-

ternational judging.  The winners at the OI  level will receive two free registrations to the 2010 

OI convention, and be recognized on stage.  They will  receive their CPA story bound in 

leather. 

 

So go ahead, start thinking of your CPA project, and mail it to me anytime prior to September 30, 2009. 

 

I hope to get lots of CPAôs to judge this year.  Why not share what your club is doing with others! 

 

 

CPA PROJECTS 
By Jo Ann Gustavson, WINUM CPA Chair       

http://www.optimist.org/
mailto:guswalk@tds.net


 

 

 

 

Optimist International will hold its 91st Convention, July 8-11, at the Gaylord Palms in Orlando - Kissim-

mee, Florida.  The Winter 2009 issue of ñThe Optimistò magazine devotes 9 pages to the activities and 

leadership programs available to any Optimist registered for the Convention.  Many clubs build a certain 

amount of cash into their budget to help send their President-elect and/or other officers to the convention.  

Why?  Because the training is so awesome ... well-structured and executed.  Those who register early can 

save money with early-bird registration, meal vouchers and discount attraction tickets.  Itôs no secret that 

Walt Disney World is close by and your families can spend hours amusing themselves while you are 

away, learning how to be a great officer or club member.  On page 28 of the magazine,  the ñTop Five 

Reasons You Should Attend the Optimist Conventionò  are listed as Camaraderie, Training, Vacation, 

Fundraising & new Club project ideas and, lastly, Preparation for your year (all the ñhow-toôs)  As your 

Convention Ambassador, I urge you to look into attending the Convention.  Give it a try!  

 

                                                                                                                            See You All In Florida,                                                                                     

                                                                                                                            Terry Weber 

 The District level of the 2008-2009 Optimist International Essay is complete. We 

had 20 clubs participate involving 260 children. This yearôs official topic was ñThe 

Power of Youthò. The essays were outstanding. I thank all the clubs who put so 

much time in providing this opportunity to our children.  A huge Thank You to all the judges who gave of 

their time to select a winner. We are so lucky to have such wonderful people who give so much of their 

time. 

 

Her are our 2008-2009 winners: 

3rd place was from the Sheboygan club- Amy Albinger  

2nd place was from the Greenleaf-Wrightstown club- Bethany Marchant 

1st place and winner of the $650 Scholarship was from the Everest Area club ïAndrea Willette 
 

The winners will be invited to our 3rd Quarter conference in Mishicot on May 16th. Congratulations to all 

those who participated and good luck to Andrea as she goes on to represent the WINUM District at the In-

ternational level. 
 

It is never too early to start planning for next year! Let your Lt. Governors know who will be the chair from 

your club for the 2009-2010 Essay Contest as soon as you know. It is so helpful for the chair to know who 

to call when an e-mail arrives looking for a club running the contest. This year was a wonderful contest letôs 

make next year even better!! 

 

Essay Contest 2008-2009         By Kathy Palmer  
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