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Governor Johnôs MessageGovernor Johnôs Message  
  

Optimists of the Great WINUM District are all operating in high gear 

as we move into the 4th Quarter of the FOCUS ON THE STARS  

Optimist Year. 

 

As you read this issue of the District Newsletter, those of us who had 

the opportunity to participate in the Optimist International Convention 

in Denver, CO will have returned to our Home Clubs, Zones, and 

WINUM District reenergized and trained to be the best Optimists and 

Optimist Leaders that we can be. 

 

Again this past Quarter, Lucille and I have had the opportunity to visit 

a number of Clubs throughout the WINUM District.  What a reward 

for both of us.  Serving as Governor for the District is a once in a life-

time opportunity. One of the Clubs that we recently visited was the 

GREEN BAY SUNRISE OPTIMIST CLUB.   It was my privilege, 

while during this visit, to recognize this Club for reaching a milestone 

in their Optimist career (25th Charter Anniversary).  25 years of doing 

what they do best, serving the kids in the Green Bay area.  Congratula-

tions Green Bay Sunrise Optimists and THANK YOU for what you 

do. 

 

I would like to thank all of the Optimist Clubs in our District that con-

tinue to send me copies of their Newsletters.  In our travels, throughout 

our District, I continue to share some of these Newsletters with other 

Clubs.  These Newsletters are a great way to share new ideas.  Keep 

these letters coming. 

 

The 2nd Quarter Conference will al-

ways have a special meaning for me.  

As many of you have heard me make 

this comment before, Lucille and I at-

tended a 2nd Quarter Conference 20 

plus years ago in Green Bay. Of course, 

at this conference we hold  the District 

Oratorical, Essay, and CCDHH 

(Communication Contest for the Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing) contests.                  
(continued on page 2) 

 

W I N U M  D I S T R I C T  
July 2010 

Optimist International 

 

2009 -2010 

Conference Schedule   

2010-2011 

Conference 

Schedule  

 
1st: Nov 12-13 
(Green Bay) 

 

2nd: Apr 29-30 
(Stevens Point) 

 

3rd: Aug 19-20 
(Manitowoc)  
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Governor Johnôs Message Governor Johnôs Message (continued from page 1)(continued from page 1)  

 Well, we were so impressed with these kids, that's all we talked about on our return trip home.  Further in 

to this Newsletter, you will get the full scoop on this year's contestants.  I can truly say that I have been en-

riched by my past as an Optimist and we will continue to stay invested in our future as Optimists.  These 

kids have as much, if not more, impact on our future as we do on theirs.   

 

Thank you all, again, for the Great Optimists that you are!! 

John VanBeek, Governor 

Oops, Itôs Late! 
 

Somehow the results of the 2008-2009 Awards & Achievement competition were overlooked.  So for those 

of you who have been waiting and waiting here are the results.  Ten clubs completed the A&A form all four 

quarters.  They are as follows:  Chilton, Durand, Everest Area, Green Bay Preble, Hallie, Merrill, Neenah/

Menasha, Neillsville, Two Rivers and Wausau Noon.  Thanks for completing your ñhealth checkò each 

quarter! 

 

The top five clubs in the category of total points earned are as follows:  5th place ï Hallie with 29,900 

points; 4th place ïChilton with 31,732 points; 3rd place ï Wausau Noon with 32,565 points; 2nd place ï Ev-

erest Area with 41,595 points and 1st place goes to Two Rivers with 41,750 points.  It was a very close race 

for first place!  Congratulations to all the clubs for doing so much for our youth. 

 

 

Alice Baldini 

2008-09 A&A Chairman 

You might notice a couple  more pictures in this edition because Governor John sent this request in an E-mail to his 

team. ñAs this is our last Newsletter for the FOCUS ON THE STARS year, I thought it would be nice if those who 

submit articles to the Newsletter could attach a picture of themselves so those throughout the District would be able 

to put a face with the name of those who have been submitting articles throughout this Optimist Year.ò                                            
 

(Editors Note: only a couple people sent pictures. Those appear with the articles they submitted. For the rest we were forced to 
search for pictures of whoever we could find and wherever we could find themé.those all appear on page  20) 



                          

                         Greetings from  

                The GOVERNOR ELECT     
 

 

First, I want to thank all the Optimists that have volunteered or have agreed to be 

part of the 2010/2011 WINUM team.  Their dedication to the kids is what makes 

your district one of the best.  

 

Second, as of this writing the team is still in need of Lt. Governors for zones 3, 4, 5 and 6. As a 

past president you have accomplished the first step to being Lt. Governor. This position gives you 

the opportunity to know Optimists from other clubs and experience the many activities that these 

clubs sponsor and it is a great opportunity to advance within the Optimist organization. Please give 

this some Optimist thought then give me a call to discuss this opportunity. There are also opportu-

nities for chairs of CPA, CCDHH, Candidate Qualifications, College Clubs and Public Relations. 

 

The district convention is just around the corner. See the schedule of events elsewhere in this 

newsletter. Plan on attending the fun on Friday night, the great training sessions and business ses-

sions on Saturday and on Saturday night welcome, celebrate and dance with the incoming 

WINUM Team. It will be a great weekend. 

 

At the May conference I presented information about the upcoming PDC. The most current infor-

mation is included in this newsletter. The PDC is a great opportunity to meet Optimist Interna-

tional President Danny Rogers, our International Vice President Gloria Kloster and many Opti-

mists from the other districts in our region and other areas of the country and Canada. I know will 

be two busy weekends in early November, but I believe both the PDC and the district conference 

will be well worth the time. Please check the following link:  

http://www.optimist.org/e/member/leadership2.cfm#plains 

 

Keep in mind that many clubs and the district have funds available to offset expenses to attend dis-

trict conferences and the International Convention as well as other meetings. Contact your club 

treasurer or district treasurer, Mark Miller, if you have questions about reimbursement. It may not 

be 100% but what price can you put on the KIDS. 

 

But before we get on track for the next Optimist year, we need to continue our full support and 

commitment to Governor John and continue to FOCUS ON THE STARS. 

 

 

Governor Elect   

Mark Sprangers 

920-458-1667 

mksprs@charter.net                               
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http://www.optimist.org/e/member/leadership2.cfm#plains
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C O M I N G  AT  T H E  2 0 1 0  D I S T R I C T  C O N V E N T I O N  



 

       5 

WINUM Convention  

August 20 & 21, 2010 

Ramada Convention Center  

Eau Claire WI 

 
 

Friday August 20, 2010 

 3:00 PM ð 6:00PM  Registration 

4:00 PM ð 6:00 PM    Executive Board Meeting  

 6:00 PM ð 8:00 PM  Steak Fry / Paul Bunyan Logging Camp 

  

Saturday August 21, 2010 

 7:00 AM    Registration table opens  

 7:00 AM   Past Governors Breakfast  

 8:00 AM ð 8:15 AM  First Timers Meeting  

 8:30 AM ð 9:00 AM  Welcome, Parade of Banners  

     Introduction of Optimist International Guests Jim and Judy Boyd 

                                Memorial Service    

 9:00 AM ð 9:30 AM             International Convention up-date /voting results  

 9:30 AM    Break  

9:45 AM -11:30  Refocus on the Stars 

                                                 Your opportunity to refocus on New Members, Fund Raisers, PGI, Recon-

   necting with non active members 

               9:45AM ð 11:30  Lt. Governor / President Trainings 

                    Secretary / Treasurer Trainings  

  

Noon -1:30 PM   Lunch / Raffle   

              Holm Sisters  

 

1:45 PM ð 2:45PM               Jump Start Your New Year  

                        Now Meeting, Optimist International Web site and support, Net

 working, Why did YOU join? 

2:45PM    Break  

 

3:00 PM ð 5:00 PM              General Session 

     Committee Reports 

     Board Meeting 

                             Governor Election, It is important that your club have the president, 

   secretary, treasure or designee available for the board meeting 

  

5:30 PM    Cash Bar  

 6:00 PM ð 8:00 PM  Governorõs Banquet   &  Installation of 2010 -2011 Team  
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        JUNIOR GOLF QUALIFYING TOURNEY  

                           A SUCCESS 

 
On June 10th,  22 junior golfers between ages 10 and 18 converged on Mill Run 

Golf Course in Eau Claire to try and qualify for the Optimist International Tourna-

ment in Florida. 
 

Of the 22 golfers 8 shot scores good enough to qualify for the big show at PGA Resort & Spa though only 

one came from within our district.   
 

13 Year old Erik Thulien son of Scott & Kathy Thulien of Appleton shot an 83 for 18 holes and will be 

receiving WINUM District assistance to attend the International Tournament. 
 

Gary Garton, the Junior Golf Chair, is going to be going to work early on next years tourney in an attempt 

to get a total of 50 juniors participating.  If you would like to help or have suggestions on how to make it 

better please let him know.  
 

We had several golfers from outside of our district this year, coming from Minnesota, LaCrosse, Tomah, 

and Hudson.  All seemed to enjoy themselves and most said they will be back next year. 
 

Would be great if your club would have a Junior Golf Tournament for your club.  For help in organizing 

such an event contact Gary...heôll be glad to give you some pointers or help with the requirements.  Con-

tact him at 715-723-8064 or e-mail ñoptimistgary@sbcglobal.netò. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERIK THULIEN  

It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball.  I did it in           

one afternoon on the golf course.                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                            Hank Aaron  

mailto:%20optimistgary@sbcglobal.net_.
http://www.amusingquotes.com/h/a/Hank_Aaron_1.htm


 

       7 

See page 8 for more 


