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A Word From the President 

 Hello Fellow Optimists! 

 
A new year... to me it is  an opportunity 

for things hoped for to come to be.   I 
am excited for 2011 and all the poten-

tial that a new year 

brings.  As Optimists I am guessing 
you feel the same. 

I hope you all had a  Merry Christmas 
and found time to  be with family and 

friends.  As we move through 2011, let 
us all focus on being a blessing to oth-

ers every day. 

   
Nathan Knuth 

Hallie Optimist Club President President Nathan with a very,  

special Optimist  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
Thursday, January 6 ð regular meeting, Momôs Kitchen, Pinehurst Center, 3035 North Hast-

ings Way, Eau Claire at 6:45 am. Speaker TBA 

Tuesday, January 11 ð Board of Directors meeting, Camilleôs Sidewalk Caf®, 1120, 122nd 

St., #3, Chippewa Falls at 5:30 pm.  All are welcome.  

Thursday, January 13 ð regular meeting, Momôs Kitchen, Pinehurst Center, 3035 North 

Hastings Way, Eau Claire at 6:45 am. 

Friday, January 14 ðChristmas Party, Fill-Inn Station, 104 West Columbia Street, Chippewa 

Falls at 5:30 pm social, 6:30 pm meal.  

Tuesday, January 18 ð Zone 1 Zone Meeting, Cenex Exit 45 Truck Stop, Menomonie at 6:00 

pm.  All are welcome. 

Thursday, January 20 ð  regular meeting, Momôs Kitchen, Pinehurst Center, 3035 North 

Hastings Way, Eau Claire at 6:45 am.  Speaker TBA 

Thursday, January 27 ð evening meeting, Simply Cakes, 3636 East Melby, Chippewa Falls at 

5:45 pm.  Speaker TBA 
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Breakfast with Santa AND  

Record Snowfall  
 
A record snowfall didnôt deter about 75 adults, and 
23 kids from attending the annual Breakfast with 
Santa at the Hallie Town Hall on Saturday, Decem-
ber 11.  To the delight of the children, Santa Claus 
made his scheduled appearance and even enjoyed 
a pancake breakfast.  Perhaps Santa had too many 
pancakes, or maybe his reindeer were out of prac-
tice, because his sleigh got stuck in the snow as he 
headed back to the North Pole.  Thanks so very 
much to those who braved the storm and were opti-
mistic about getting to the breakfast.  Special thanks 
to Larry Bradford, Indianhead Foods, Ryan Flaig, 
and everyone who helped with the event. 
 

This is the REAL Santaé.you can tell by his belt 

buckle and the look on the childrenôs faces! 

Some of Santaôs helpers: Dave and Arlene Meier, Harriet 

Dehnke, Mary Lee Powers, Twyla Bakken, Nathan Knuth 
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Birthdays  

Darlene Alley  January 2 

Tom Woychik  January 10 

 

Anniversaries  

Jodi and Reynaldo Arriola 

Bell Ringers Make a Difference  
The Hallie Optimist Club put in approximately 400 man 
hours of red kettle bell ringing for the Salvation Army 

at the Wal-Mart store in Lake Hallie.  Some of our 
members did double shifts in order to fill the vacan-

cies.  This was quite an accomplishment because this 

was during the time of our worst snowstorm of the 
century.  But, all of those members who shared in the 

bell ringing, enjoyed their chance to make a difference 
in this Christmas Season for the less fortunate. 

 

The Christmas Spirit was certainly amongst us all as 
the kettles had to be replaced several times during the 

day because of the generous donations. 
 

Thanks go out to Bob Radandt and Gale Haas for co-
chairing this successful event. 

Merry Christmas, 

This year our Hallie Optimist Club is having our 
Christmas party on January 14, 2011 at the Fill-

in-Station in Chippewa Falls.  It would be won-
derful if all of our members could come and join 

in the fun.  

As you know, this year has been hard on many 
of us.  The board thought it would be nice if we 

had a fund for members who needed extra help 
with the cost of the meal.  If we all pull to-

gether, this will be a great Christmas for each of 
us.  If you are in need of this service or if you 

would like to donate any amount to it, please 

get in touch with Nate Knuth.  His number is 
920-464-0180.  

Thank you very much and may you and your 
family have a wonderful Christmas. 

Darlene Alley 

Secretary 

You are cordially invited to the:  

Hallie Optimist Christmas Party 
 

Friday, January 14, 2011 
Fill-In Station Restaurant ~ Chippewa Falls 

 

5:30pm Social ï 6:30pm Meal 
Choose one: 

 12 oz Prime Rib   $19.50    
10 Deep Fried Breaded Fantail Shrimp   $18.50    

Wild Rice Stuffed Chicken Breast   $14.50 

Includes: Tossed Salad, Baked Potato, Green 
Bean Almondine, Rolls, Milk and/or Coffee 

(Price includes tax and gratuity)  
RSVP by January 5th ï with payment to Hallie 

Optimist Club 
To:  Sue Carlson, 715-271-8088 or 

sueke@charter.net 

Gift exchange - $5-$7  

Brooke, Jerrie Powers, Jakki Wittwer, and 

MaryLee Powers ring the bell 

Norm Plourde,  

Nathan, 
Harriet, and  

MaryLee 

Yes, it 

was cold.. 
Dave and 

Arlene 

A little bell ringer  

mailto:sueke@charter.net
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December 2ðDan Kohn started the meeting out with a prayer.  Linda Soltis -Schroeder was the secret 

greeter, Jerry Powers won Boost and Jim Nyre won 50-50.  Dan Kohn told a joke.  Current birthdays were 
celebrated.  Breakfast with Santa sign up sheet was passed around and Jim Nyre reported on needs.  Bob 

Radandt reported on Salvation Army Bell Ringing at the Hallie Walmart scheduled for Saturday, December 
18 and sign up sheet was passed around.  Jaiy Carlson thanked everyone for all the cards and thoughts for 

Jeff after his accident, and reported that he is scheduled for 2 surgeries and he will be transferring to a 

local rehabilitation center after that.  Dan Kohn talked about the big buck he saw during his armchair hunt-
ing experience. Harold Snortheim told about his visits from family.  Bill Senterôs mother-in-law died and her 

funeral is today.  The meeting ended with the Optimist Creed.  
 

December 9 ðDan Kohn started the meeting with a prayer.  Jim Nyre was the secret greeter.  Boost was 
won by Jim Reppert and 50-50 was won by ???  Dan Kohn told a joke.  Sue Carlson reported on Jeff Carl-

sonôs progress and that he is doing okay after his second surgery.  He will be non-weight bearing for 10 

weeks.  He loves cribbage and will appreciate visitors.  Sue also reported on the Optimist Christmas Party 
scheduled for Friday, January 14.  There will be a gift exchange and checks must be sent to Sue before 

January 5.  Only a few times slots are open for bell ringing.  Linda Soltis -Schroeder encouraged those who 
can to donate blood during the holidays as this is the time of year when blood is often in short supply.  

Barbara Wheeler, Elements for Health Care, LLC, talked about her practice with acupuncture, stress relief 

education, and therapeutic massage.  She has been in practice for 10 years and provided background 
about óalternative medicineô.  Acupuncture needles cause less pain than the pain people have when they 

come for treatment.  Acupuncturists take 4 years of school-
ing, and are state and nationally certified.  Chinese medi-

cine focuses on creating a free flowing energy balance.  
Trauma can obstruct the flow.  Relief from pain improves 

healing and movement, and allows a return to daily activi-

ties.  Acupuncture has been practiced over 4,000 years and 
compliments western care and traditional medicines from 

throughout the world.  Barbara communicates with all pro-
viders and encourages patients to communicate with all 

providers to be a good consumer of medicine.  The first 

appointment lasts about 1.5 hours for consult with complete 
history and treatment.  A suggestion is 4 to 6 treatments, 

some people need more, some less.  Often acupuncture is 
the patientôs last option for treatment.  Her practice is at 

431 East Clairemont Avenue, Eau Claire and she can be 

reached at 715-832-2005.  The meeting ended with the 
Optimist Creed. 

 
December 14 ð Board of Director meeting.   

Meeting began at 5:30 
Board Members in Attendance: Nate Knuth, Darlene Alley, 

Theresa Dean, Rich Carlson, Gale Haas, David Meier, Jim Reppert and Jakki Wittwer Board Members Ab-

sent: Jody Guckenberg and Evelyn Usher 
Club Members Present: None 

Gale Haas made a motion to accept the Treasurer's Report. David Meier 2nd it. 
Jim Reppert made a motion to accept the Secretary's Report. Gale Haas 2nd it. 

Discussed a club web site.  Jim Reppert made a motion that one be developed for the Hallie Optimist Club 

subject to price approval.  Gale Haas 2nd it. 
Discussed volunteering for the Mall-of-America and decided all we need is a sign-up sheet in the spring.  

Jakki Wittwer made a motion to do the dictionary program at Sam Davey and Locust Lane this school year 
with an additional fund raiser involved.  Theresa Dean 2nd it.  

The Board discussed making funds available for the Christmas party to members who have a need.  Any 
member interested may contact our President Nate Knuth for more information.  

Gale Haas made a motion to close the meeting.  Jim Reppert 2nd it. 

 
December 16 ð Sorry, I didnôt make the meeting.  I did hear that one of Santaôs helpers bought breakfast 

for the Optimists.  Bob Radandt won the Boost and Lucille Van Beek won the 50-50.  The Board of Direc-
tors meeting was reported.  The meeting ended with the Optimist Creed.   

December Meeting Notes  

Nathan Knuth with Barbara Wheeler  
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SPOTS 

 
Here is the "home away from 
home" address for Jeff Carlson: 
  

Dove South 
3656 Mall Drive, EC  54701 
715-552-1035 
Direct line:  715-858-2069 
 
Visits are welcome! 

Optimists showed their special talents by joining the ranks of 1% of the 

population that donates blood!  The process is easy: 

 Get a Hallie Optimist donor pass from Linda or an officer 

 Make an appointment or drop in at the Blood Donor Center, 3485 
Hamilton Avenue, Eau Claire Mon, Tue and Wed:  12:30 p.m. �² 6:30 p.m., 

Thu and Fri:  7:00 a.m. �² 1:00 p.m. 

 Roll up your sleeve and SAVE LIVES!  

To make an appointment to donate blood: 
Log onto redcrossblood.org and enter zip 54701 or call 800.448.3543. 

Requirements: 

Be at least 16 years old (with Red Cross consent form) 

Weigh at least 110 pounds 
Picture ID or blood donor card 

For more information: 

Learn about blood donation at redcrossblood.org or call 1-

800-GIVEBLOOD. 

OOPSé.MY MISTAKE.  In the fun of 

the Holiday season (and spending 
wonderful time with my visiting 

daughter), I forgot to get the final 
donor numbers for December.  I will 

report the numbers in the February 

issue. 

John and Lucille Van 

Beek stay warm in their 
Carharts! 


