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A Word From the President 

    

Fellow Optimistð 
  It's February and that means spring is 

just around the corner.   Cold tempera-
tures and snow are bound to be 

around for the next couple weeks, but 

I'm really excited to see the sun stay-
ing out long and longer each day.    

  Valentines Day is just days away.  Be 
sure to tell those you care about how 

much you love them.  
GO PACK! 

-Nathan 

Hallie Optimist Club President 

President Nathan Knuth  

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

Thursday, February 3 ð regular meeting, Momôs Kitchen, Pinehurst Center, 3035 North 

Hasings Way, Eau Claire at 6:45 am. Speaker TBA 

Tuesday, February 8ð Board of Directors meeting, Camilleôs Sidewalk Caf®, 1120, 122nd 

St., #3, Chippewa Falls at 5:30 pm.   All are welcome. 

hursday, February 10ð regular meeting, Momôs Kitchen, Pinehurst Center, 3035 North 

Hastings Way, Eau Claire at 6:45 am. 

Thursday,  February 17ð  evening meeting, Simply Cakes, 3636 East Melby, Chippewa 

Falls at 5:45 pm.  Speaker Tammy Amoth, Radiant Health Chiropractic 

Thursday, February 24ð regular meeting, Momôs Kitchen, Pinehurst Center, 3035 North 

Hastings Way, Eau Claire at 6:45 am.  Speaker TBA 
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Alice Baldini (River Falls/Durand) and 

Dennis Spader (Menomonie) with their 
Builders of Excellence awards for build-

ing the River Falls and Hudson clubs.  

Second Quarter Zone 1 Meeting Highlights!  

 
We met on Tuesday, January 18 at the City Limits Restaurant in 

Menomonie.  Hallie, River Falls, Durand, Eau Claire, Menomonie, 
Chippewa and Hudson clubs were represented.  Each Club 

shared their ñOn Track for the Kidsò activities.  Diane Simon 

(Menomonie Club) provided us with information on the Oratori-
cal Contest; Gary Garton (Chippewa Club) talked about the Jun-

ior Golf Outing; Alice Baldini (River Falls/Durand) spoke on 
Membership and Dennis Spader inspired us to form new clubs ï 

goals are for New Richmond, Rice Lake and a couple of JOOI 
clubs and college clubs.  Membership awards were presented to 

several members for the 3rd and 4th quarter of last year.  Con-

gratulations!!  
 

Yours In Optimism, 
 

Sue Carlson 

Lt. Governor, Zone 1 

Fun at the Christmas Party! 
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Anniversaries  

David and Arlene Meier 

February 18 

Hallie Optimist SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM!    
 
Over the past several years, the 
Hallie Optimist Club has given out 
more than 200 scholarships to 
graduating high school seniors 
from the Chippewa Valley totaling 
over $100,000.  In order for our 
Club to continue this great pro-
gram, we need sponsors.  A big 
THANK YOU goes out to Daryl 
Dehnke and Dave Markquart 
from Markquart Motors for their 
$500 donation to our scholarship 
program. 

Daryl Dehnke (right) presents Nathan Knuth a $500 check from 

Marquart Motors for the Scholarship Program 

 EVENTS  AND COMMITTEE CO -CHAIRS  

 
Installation Banquet 2010 - Sue Carlson/Nathan 

Knuth 
Essay Contest - Jim Bakken/Mary Ann Shafer/

Linda Soltis-Schroeder 

Breakfast with Easter Bunny - Jim Nyre/Jim Bak-
ken 

Bike Safety Rodeo - Gale Haas/LeRoy Patten 
CHAD - Jim Reppert/Jakki Wittwer 

Youth Appreciation Night - Julie Jallas/Dan Kohn 
Hooked on Fishing - Justin Rhin/Jerrie Powers 

Childhood Cancer Campaign Picnic - Jerrie Pow-

ers/Dave Meier  

Nathan presents gift certifi-

cate to óGrammaô the cook. 
Jim Nyre receives award 

for new member 

Guest speaker from Hope Gospel Mission 

Nathan and guest 

speaker from  
Minnesota Wire 
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January 6-  Dan Kohn led a prayer and the 

Pledge.  Darlene Alley was the Secret 
Greeter; Dan Kohn got our day off to a good 

start with a joke.  Gale Haas won the Boost 
and Dave Meier won the 50-50.  President 

Nathan recognized Anniversaries and Birth-

days and we sang Happy Birthday to Darlene 
Alley.  Bob Radandt reminded us to save 

aluminum cans.  Darryl Dehnke presented a 
$500 check from Marquart Motors for the 

Hallie Optimist College Scholarship Fund.  
Younkerôs Community Day Sale sent another 

$108.80 for books sold in the store, for a 

total of $518.80, according to Lucille Van-
Beek.  Sue Carlson reminded everyone to 

sign up for the Christmas Party and to bring 
a gift valued at $5 to $7.  The Youth Essay 

Contest was discussed by Jim Bakken.  Eve-

ning meetings will be held on the 3rd Thurs-
days of the month for the rest of the year.  

Nathan related a story about a little girl at the Breakfast With Santa who was so excited at seeing Santa 
Claus she was shaking.  Jaiy Carlson reported that Jeff is healing at the Dove Healthcare South.  Guest 

speaker, Tom Harrill talked about the Good News Jail & Prison Ministry. Many volunteers help with church 
services and bible study.  The ministry operates an óafter care programô; this is a place for inmates to stay 

after their release.  There is an 80% recidivism rate, if involved with a church that decreases to 30%, with 

a mentor it decreases to 10%.  In Eau Claire, there is 11,500 bookings and the jail has an average popula-
tion of 536.  Old overcrowded jails means programming may be difficult, but the facility wonôt change the 

person; the person has to change from inside.  The jail ministry has to raise itôs own funds and are ac-
countable to the community.  Funds are raised through Spring Banquets in Eau Claire and Chippewa Falls, 

and a golf outing.  Everyone is invited to come and take a tour called óA Look Behind the Wallsô.   

 
January 8 ð Board of Director meeting.  Board members in attendance: Nate Knuth, Darlene Alley, 

Theresa Dean, Jim Reppert, Jakki Wittwer, Gale Haas, David Meier, Evelyn Usher, Jody Guckenberg, and 
Rich Carlson.  The treasurerôs and secretaryôs reports were accepted.  The Member to Member Fund was 

discussed and approved.  Members can donate to the fund at any time.  This fund is for members to attend 

club social events or help paying dues.  No money will be taken from the general account and disburse-
ments will be made confidentially.  Anyone in need of help may go to any board member who will discuss 

the request with the president.  If funds are available, the request will be granted.  The money can be re-
paid at any time, but that is voluntary.  If anyone knows of a child with cancer, they should bring that to 

the Board.  The Lake Hallie Fire Department is giving our club their empty aluminum cans.  Kathy Averyôs 
resignation was accepted.  The amount to be spent on a gift for the cook at Momôs Kitchen was approved.  

The board is requesting any suggestions for fund raisers.  The donation of $500 from Marquart Motors, 

Dave Marquart, and Daryl Denke was recognized. 
 

January 12 ð Dan Kohn led the prayer and pledge.  Secret Greeter was Sue Duss...the last to be guessed!  
Dan Kohn told a joke for the day.  Harold Snortheim won the boost but wasnôt in attendance.  Linda Soltis-

Schroeder won the 50-50.  Nate thanked those responsible for setting up for the meeting.  Anniversaries 

were recognized.  Board and Treasurers report were read.  Final Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army tally 28 
people signed up and $1,174 was collected!  Nathan asked members to make sure to let him know if there 

is anything that is normally done or that needs to be done.  Bib Brothers ðBig Sisters sent thank you for 
donation to their Making a Difference luncheon.  John, Stewardship Director from Hope Gospel Mission, 

talked about Lives rescued, renewed and rebuilt; how Hope Gospel uses a 12-step program, education pro-
gram, work skills, employment skills to get people into useful roles in the community.  They serve single 

adult men or women.   

January Meeting Notes  

Nathan Knuth and Tom Harrill, Good News Jail & 

Prison Ministry Chaplain  
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SPOTS 
VISIT WINUM DISTRICT WEB SITE @ 

WWW.WINUM.COM 

 
SEE HALLIE OPTIMIST CLUB PHOTOS @ 

WWW.HOC.SMUGMUG.COM 

 
VISIT OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL WEB 

SITE @ WWW.OPTIMIST.COM 
 

ESSAY CONTEST 

 
This yearôs essay contest titled ó How My 

Education is the Key to a Successful  
Futureôreceived 7 entrants.  Thanks to 

Judges Andrea Jones, Joe Knight, and 
Lillian Hanson for their willingness to 

read and score the essays.  The first, 

second and third place winners, their 
families, and sponsors will be invited to 

attend one of the Clubôs Thursday morn-
ing breakfast meetings in February or 

March. 

 

Need for blood doesn't take a snow day  

Heavy snow, blowing winds and freezing temperatures can 

impact the steady flow of blood donations through the Ameri-
can Red Cross. But many patients can't take a "snow day" from 

needing lifesaving blood products. 
 

This winter as inclement weather blows through your area, the 
Red Cross urges you to consider making a blood or platelet 

donation appointment when travel is deemed to be safe. 

 
Make an appointment or drop in at the Blood Donor Center, 

3485 Hamilton Avenue, Eau Claire Mon, Tue and Wed:  12:30 
p.m. ï 6:30 p.m., Thu and Fri:  7:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m.  

To make an appointment to donate blood:  

Log onto redcrossblood.org and enter zip 54701 or call 
800.448.3543. 

For more information:  
Learn about blood donation at redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-

GIVEBLOOD 
 

Donation Goal  52  

Pints donated   10  
Pints needed    42  

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS:  


