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INSIDE THIS ISSUE...Be Sure To See: 

2011-2012 Conferences /Convention 
      

February 10-11:                 Ramada Plaza (Fond du Lac) 
May 4-5:                                Paper Valley (APPLETON) 

                    August 10-11:                          Holiday Inn (Eau Claire) 

 A MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR                        By: Gov. Sue Van Dreser 

   The holiday season will soon be a distant memory and all will 

return to the normal daily routines we had in October.  It is hard 

to believe we are quickly approaching our second quarter con-

ference.  A third of our year together will have elapsed.  Where 

will we be in our efforts to Reflect the Future?  Will our great Wisconsin North-

Upper Michigan District be among the leaders in Optimist International?  Most of alléweôll we be mak-

ing progress toward serving more kids ï better?   

 

During the first quarter we focused on meeting our members, kids, and communities.  We pledged to 

reach out in friendship, fun, and commitment to assist all in achieving a high level of optimism and civic 

success.  During this second quarter we will turn our energies to mentoring our members, kids, and com-

munities.  We are in the midst of great club projects and activities.  Are we meeting the needs of our mem-

bers, kids, and communities?  I urge you to take your service to the next level.  Sit down next to, work 

side by side with, and look into the eyes of those you are mentoring.  Lead by example. 

 

Our organization can only be as strong as our members wish it to be.  We are in control of our destiny and 

our service.  A stronger membership through active and on-going recruitment, and the expansion of opti-

mism through new club building are ways we can and will Reflect the Future.  I urge all clubs and indi-

vidual members to dig deeply and make our optimism come true.  Sponsor a new member.  Work on a 

new club-building project.  Think of what we could do for the kids in our communities if every current 

member sponsored one new member this year!              

Holiday Greetings and      

Happy Winter Fellow   

Optimists  
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GOVERNORS MESSAGE (Continued) By: Sue Van Dreser 

  

Finally, the WINUM 100% and then some awards were given to John VanBeek (Hallie OC), Deb Braden 

(Chippewa Falls OC), Ann Sheahan (Two Rivers OC), Scott Stangel (Sheboygan OC), and Charlie Pufahl 

(Everest Area OC) at the first quarter conference.  I invite all clubs to identify a member to be recognized 

at the second quarter conference for outstanding leadership and effort.  You all know of a member in your 

club, or someone in another club who has gone above and beyond in service to your club, kids, or commu-

nity ï please send their name to me at vandreser@charter.net .  Include a line or two about why you are 

nominating them.  Our goal is to honor them at the general session or luncheon in Fond du Lac. 

 

Reflect the Future you wish to see ï everyday, in every action. 

 

With Optimism Guiding Attitude ï 

Sue Van Dreser 

Governor 

Continued from Page 1 

                            Optimist International Convention 
  

JULY 12-14, 2012 

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
  

SEE PAGES 9-10  & 18-21 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

The Convention Will Never Be Held Closer Than This! 

Itôs coming fasté.Reserve your spot today. 

mailto:vandreser@charter.net
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 LEADERSHIP DEVELOPEMENT  

WINUM Optimists, your 2nd Quarter Conference is fast approaching, arriving February 10 ï 11, 2012 in 

Fond du Lac.  Your Leadership Development Team is again planning a full slate for the day.  We will use 

the same format and basic agenda as we did at 1st. Quarter; however our emphasis will be on MENTOR-

ING.  This will also be Immediate Past Governor Mark Sprangersô Awards Banquet.  Learning, Idea gath-

ering, and Celebrating are all on tap.  Get your reservation in today. 

 

First, however, let me thank all those who made Conference a huge success in Wausau at 1st.  Quarter.  

Since there are to many to name, and I would hate to miss someone, let me just put out a blanket THANK 

YOU! !  It was exciting to see new faces presenting and sharing ideas with their fellow Optimists.  

óReflecting the Futureô by helping one another. 

 

Our Key Note Speaker for 2nd. Quarter will be representatives of Court Appointed Special Advocates 

(CASA) from Green Bay.  They will share their mission of advocacy as individuals who are appointed by 

the court, and serve as, the "eyes and ears" of the court.  Their mission is to serve as the voice of abused 

and neglected children in the courtroom.  Hundreds of youth each year require the intervention of our 

courts to protect them from harmful home lives.  CASA Volunteer Advocates are often the only consistent 

adult in a child's life.  We will hear how, in line with our theme for 2nd. Quarter, they Mentor the youth 

they serve.  You will not want to miss their presentation.  The afternoon will again feature WINUM mem-

bers, and if all goes according to plan a youth or two, sharing what they do to Mentor, Members, Youth, 

and the Public.  We are also having a session specifically for College Members. 

 

May 4 ï 5, 2012 will be your 3rd. Quarter Conference in Appleton.  Remember, winner of the Oratorical, 

Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and Essay Contests will present at lunch.  The 

theme will be MOTIVATING ï Members, Youth, and Public.  August 10 ï 11, 2012 we meet for Con-

vention in Eau Claire.  ñMaking it Happen ï Members, Youth, and Public is the theme.  As a part of this 

we will bring back our version of ñThe House of Optimismò.   So, start planning your display/presentation 

now.  We look forward to seeing how your club óMakes it Happenô within your community for your 

Members, Youth, or the Public. 

 

Again, please be sure you get your reservation in, today, for 2nd. Quarter and get 3rd. Quarter and Conven-

tion reserved in ink on your calendar.  As we are striving to involve more members in presenting at Con-

ferences/Convention let me know if you or someone within your club should be contacted.  My e-mail 

address is jannvandreser@vosslaw.us or call me at (715) 341-1112.   

 

Jann Van Dreser 

     Leadership Development Chair   

            2011 ï WINUM ï 2012  

 

 

By: Jann Van Dreser 

mailto:jannvandreser@vosslaw.us
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 2ND QUARTER CONFRENCE  AGENDA  

 

WINUM DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
The Ramada Inn ï Fond du Lac, WI  

February 10 ï 11, 2012 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 

Friday, February 10, 2012 

 

4:30-6:15 pm   Executive Board Meeting 

6:30-9:00 pm   Family Fun Night ï Winhover Center, Fond du Lac Childrenôs Choir 

8:00-midnight   Hospitality at the Ramada 

 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 

 

7:00-8:00 am   Past Governorôs Breakfast 

7:00-10:00 am   Registration 

8:10-8:25 am   First Timerôs Orientation 

8:30-9:00 am   Opening ï Welcome 

9:00-9:45 am   General Session 

9:45-10:00 am   Board of Directors Meeting 

 

10:00-10:15 am  Break 

 

10:15-11:45 am  Guest Speaker:  Court-Appointed Special Advocates of Brown County 

    Mentoring and advocating for youth while under court protection. 

 

Noon-1:30 pm   Lunch & Foundation Raffle 

 

1:45-2:30 pm   Mentor ï Members & College Clubs (2 individual sessions) 

2:30-3:15 pm   Mentor ï Public 

 

3:15-3:30 pm   Break 

 

3:30-4:15 pm   Mentor ï Youth 

4:15-4:45 pm   Closing 

 

6:00-6:30 pm   Cash Bar 

6:30-7:30 pm   Dinner 

7:30-9:00 pm   2010-11 ñOn Track for the Kidsò Awards Banquet 

9:00-midnight   Hospitality 
 

 

 

By: Jann Van Dreser 
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ESSAY CONTEST 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essay Contest Topic for 2012:   

"How my positive outlook benefits my community" 
 

    It's not too late to get the word out and hold an Optimist Essay Contest in your club. Everything you 

need to know is on the Optimist website: www.optimist.org.  Simply click on Members; click on Pro-

grams, then on Scholarships and all the programs that OI awards a scholarship for are outlined right there.   

    Note that the age requirements have changed to "under the age of 18 by Dec. 31, 2011 AND entrant has 

not yet graduated from high school or the equivalent."  The length of the essay must be between 700 and 

800 words.  

    Itôs a fairly easy contest to run.  I suggest that, locally, you set your deadline for entries for the 1st week 

in February.  That gives you enough time to get the essays judged and the winning essay sent to me, Terry 

Weber, by Feb. 28.  The essays must be in my hand on or before the 28th.  My address is W2192 Debra 

Ct., Chilton, WI  53014.   

 

Good luck to you all. 

By: Terry Weber 

NEW CLUB BUILDING UPDATE   By: Scott Schneider 

 

I just wanted to pass along we have had a few meetings with staff at Lakeland 

College. The progress may seem slow, but overall the anticipation is very good.  

They are on winter break as this is prepared and we will again be meeting in 

January. They are in the process of reviewing the By-Laws and working on the 

appropriate paperwork for acceptance by the college. I would like to thank Carol 

and Ken Eirich and Mark Miller for their assistance and continued support in the 

formation of this club. 

If there is anyone that may have interest in forming a club in any area , please contact me. 

Terry Schneider 

tsschneider@lakefield.net    

Bring Optimism To A Neighboring CommunityÜ..Build A New Club  

http://www.optimist.org/
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

Happy Holidays!   

 

With the First quarter almost behind us we are finding the district in a very ñsticky situationò, we are bor-

derline maintaining our membership numbers so we have created a membership incentive program for the 

entire year.  

 

 It will go as follows: 

§ One member signed up receives one (1) Foot of Duct Tape 

§ Two members signed up receives two (2) Feet of Duct Tape 

§ Three Members signed up receives a Framed Print of the Optimist Creed 

§ Five New Members signed up receives a Dime-A-Day Pin from the Foundation 

§ The top recruiters for the district (over ten members) will get their choice of: 

              CENTURY CIRCLE or WOMENS PHILANTHROPY COUNCIL 

                   (A donation to the Optimist Foundation in the winnerôs name) 

 

So what on earth will you do with the duct tape you ask?  At the end of the year we will have Gov. Sue 

stand on a chair with her back against the wall and we are going to tape her to the wall and pull the chair 

out and she if she sticks!!  What a great reason to come to the conference right? So now is the time to pull 

out those new member registration forms and start handing them out you will be helping out yourself, your 

club, your district, International and most of all THE KIDS!! (Not to mention keeping Sue from falling off 

the wall!)  I will tell you now we have 1 person that has already reached the framed Creed and 5 that are 

only 1 member away.  I will be giving updates and handing out the framed creeds at the district confer-

ences so I hope to see you there. 

Carol Eirich 

Membership Chair  

By:  Carol Eirich 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Optimist International Foundation has announced the newest pin of its collection, 

the Dime-A-Day PLUS pin. This special edition pin will be replacing the basic Dime-A-

Day pin for this one year only, and it is available to you for just a $40 (dime-a-day plus)  

contributioné simply a dime a day, plus, for a year! (Or sponsor 5 new members...see above) 

OI FOUNDATION  DIME-A-DAY PLUS 
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Community Project Awards  By: Sue Carlson 

Community Project Award 

Are you thinking about your Community Project Awards entry?  

Has your club completed a project that went very well?  Is your 

club going to do a project that you think will be awesome? 
 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to be-

gin your CPA.  The CPA can be done on any project that your club 

does.  Or, two clubs can go together and work on the project. 
 

There are two categories:  1) Community Service; 2) Fundraising.  

It is as simple as that.  Just decide which category your project fits into, and you are on your way! 
 

There are a few rules to follow, but not many.  Information is available on the OI Website.  Or feel free to 

contact me at sueke@charter.net or 715-271-8088.  Iôll be glad to help! 
 

The most important thing to do now is to decide that you WILL submit a CPA enter, prepare the entry 

and get it to me by September 30, 2012. 
 

As this is my first year as Chair, I will look forward to seeing what other clubs are doing.  And, you never 

know, maybe your CPA entry will be the start of a new program for OI.  Junior Golf started out as a CPA 

entry and look where that program is today! 
 

So come on WINUM clubs.  Who knows?  Maybe your club will have the winning entry at the Interna-

tional level this yearé..ask the Menomonie Club in Zone 1..!!  How awesome would that be? 
    

Sue Carlson 

WINUM District   

CPA Chair 
 

 

                                  

      

 

If we threw all our problems in a pile and saw everyone elseèsÜ..    
Weèd Grab Ours Back! 

mailto:sueke@charter.net


WINUM DISTRICT NEWSLETTER Page 8         2011-2012 Second Quarter  

WHATôS HAPPENING AT THE 2ND QUARTER CONVENTION 

WINUM 2nd Quarter Conference  

February 10-11, 2012 

Ramada Plaza Hotel, Fond du Lac, WI  
by Laurel Schirmer, Conference Chair  

      

If youôre into the Classics, youôre going to LOVE the Ramada Plaza in Fond du 

Lac!!  Itôs listed on the National Register of Historic Places and the guest rooms are 

newly renovated and beautiful!  (There is complementary parking in the ramp adja-

cent to the hotel.) 

     On Friday night weôll be taking a short walk to the Wind-

hover Center for the Arts where weôll be treated to a per-

formance by the Fond du Lac Childrenôs Chorale!!  (A light 

meal will be served.)  Then weôre guaranteed some óFondy 

Hospitalityô back at the Ramada-- offered by the Fond du 

Lac Noon and Evening and North Fond du Lac Clubs! 

     Optimist Intôl VP Judy Boyd, from the Great Iowa District, will be our guest.  Judy has an extensive 

Optimist resume and a lot of knowledge to share!!  In keeping with our Mentoring theme, Governor Sue 

Van Dreser and the team will be offering training sessions designed to help us mentor Kids, our Communi-

tieséand each other!  Our speaker will be Connie Greenawald of CASA (Court-Appointed Special Advo-

cates) of Brown County.  ñCASA volunteers are often the only consistent, positive adult in the lives of 

these children during a time of chaos, confusion, and hurt.ò   Please see the training schedule submitted by 

Leadership Development Chair, Jann Van Dreser, elsewhere in this newsletter for more details.  

     The day will wrap up with the ñOn Track for Kidsò Awards Banquet! Immediate Past Governor Mark 

Sprangers will recognize clubs and individuals who stayed óOn Trackò during the 2010-11 Optimist year!  

Join in the celebration!!   

Ramada Plaza Hotel 
Windhover Center  

Some clubs may not be familiar with newer IRS requirement to file an "E-Postcard" as it is named by the IRS, even 
if they have limited Gross Receipts.  By going to http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-tege/p4619p2.pdf  you will be able to 

read a synopsis of the requirements. Filing is a simple on-line procedure, however it is very important that every 
club does file in order to keep club's legal tax exempt status.   

Additional information is available at www.irs.gov or clubs can direct questions to a local CPA, Attorney, other tax 
professional or me.   

  

Mark J Miller, CPA, WINUM District Treasurer 
OptimistCPA@Charter.net  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM OUR TREASURER         
by: Mark Miller 
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OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2012 Update By: Laurel Schirmer 

                    MILWAUKEE WI  July 12-14     

                             Frontier Airlines Center 
     As I write this, we are a short seven months away from the time when 

Optimists worldwide descend on Milwaukee!  Whoo-hoo!!!  

     Planning continues:  it appears that the Welcome Picnic on Wednesday 

7/10 will be held at the War Memorial near the lakefront.  (Thatôs an in-

door/outdoor venue in case of weather issues.)  Weôre seeking product do-

nations:  brats, beer and cheese curds!! 

    Fundraising continues!  Thank you to the Oshkosh, Chilton and Merrill Optimist Clubs for your gen-

erous donations to the Host Committee fund!!!  If your club has not discussed a donation in support of 

the convention activities, please do so!  Contributions (in any amount) would be appreciated by the end 

of February!  Send them to Host Committee Treasurer, Mark Miller at 803 Michigan Ave, Sheboygan 

53081.  (Thanks, Mark!) 

    I am also THRILLED to announce a $1500 sponsorship of the Kids from Wisconsin by the Wausau 

Noon Optimists!!!!! (THANK YOU, WNOC!!!)  The Kids will be performing at the ñWonderful Wis-

consinò-themed Appreciation Luncheon on Friday.  We continue to seek corporate and club sponsor-

ships and product donations.  Thanks to Past Governor Thad Streeter for leading this effort, and to 

Mary Kay (Guido) Mills and Past Governor Tom Deer helping follow up on our donation letters!  Iôll 

have a more complete report of donations-to-date at the February conference. 

    A tentative convention schedule is available at www.optimist.org to help you start making plans to 

attend.  Look it over and decide when youôll have time to volunteer to help with the many activities the 

Host Committee is responsible for!!  The volunteer form can be found at www.winum.com on the Inter-

national Convention page.  Check off your areas of interest and click submit; your information will go 

directly to volunteer coordinator, Lt Governor Meredith Prebeg!! (Thanks, Meredith!)  How much eas-

ier can we make it?!?! J 

    The details of the Youth Tour are still being worked out; hopefully, a firm schedule of their activities 

will be available by the February meeting.  Many chaperones are needed; please consider spending part 

of a day being a kid!! 

    Optimist Night at Miller Park is a GO!!!  The Brewers play the Pittsburgh Pirates on Saturday night, 

July 14th.  Lt Governor Scott Stangel has volunteered to organize the ticket sales in spring.  (Thanks, 

Scott!!)    (This is a Host Committee fundraiser, NOT a convention activity so tickets will only be avail-

able from Scott!)  What a great way to wrap up your convention experience!!   

    The Menomonee Falls Club is looking into the Charity Motorcycle Ride to benefit the Childhood 

Cancer Campaign to be held on Sunday, July 15th.  If you are a rider, please consider helping with this 

effort. 

    If you have questions about any of the activities the Host Committee is planning, please donôt hesi-

tate to contact me or any of the Optimists mentioned above!   

Laurel Schirmer 

   Meet Milwaukee 2012 

     Host Area Committee Co-Chair 

http://www.optimist.org
http://www.winum.com
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OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2012 By: Laurel Schirmer 

Place Orders for your Club Members Today!!  

Wonõt it be great when all WI Optimists at the Milwaukee convention are wearing 

the Host District shirts!!?  J 

Menõs (XS ð 10XL) & Womenõs (XS ð 6XL) sizes available.   All shirts are light blue, col-

lared polo style.  Checks Payable to 2012 Optimist Intõl Convention Fund.   $25 each  

Name Club Size Check # 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

Send checks and order form to:  Laurel Schirmer, 1807 North 6 Street,  

Sheboygan WI 53081  

If Your Going... 

Ya Gotta Have A 

Shirt ! 

ORDER 

YOURS 
NOW

 ! 
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CLUB SCRAPBOOKS    By: Mary   Ladron 

Wow!   
I was impressed with the scrapbooks that I had the opportunity to read at the Wausau Conference in No-

vember.  Your books told a story of the many accomplishments the clubs made in efforts to bring out the 

best in kids.  Thank you to all the clubs who took the time to enter the competition and a shout out to the 

Chilton Optimists for being this years winning club. Thanks to Terry Weber for organizing this project.  

 

Now, it is time to start capturing those ñKodak momentsò for the 2011-2012 year.  Let your scrapbook 

reflect the programs and activities youôve done to support District Governor Sue Van Dreser as we focus 

on meeting, mentoring, motivating, and making optimism happen for our youth.   

 

The WINUM District will once again hold a friendly scrapbook competition.  We will have three divi-

sions this year.  New Clubs (1-3years), Clubs under 50 members, and Clubs with 50 members and over.   

All scrapbooks entered are due at or before the 2012 First Quarter Conference.   

 

The guidelines that will be used for the 2011-2012 year are shown on the next 2 pages. 

2011¹ 2012 

MY OPTIMIST CLUB  

B.A. Optimist,  President  

 

Did you know that many clubs present the scrapbook to the 

President as a gift? Itès a great way for him/her to always 

remember the year they had as your club president.  
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2011-2012 SCRAPBOOK JUDGING CRITERIA By: Mary   Ladron 

2011-2012 

Club Scrapbook Judging Criteria Guidelines 

 

A clubôs scrapbook is a pictorial record of events for a specific year.  It is also a great tool to help a club 

recognize the many contributions it makes to their respective communities.  To encourage clubs to keep a 

scrapbook and to offer the opportunity to showcase themselves, the WINUM District will hold a friendly 

scrapbook competition.  The following guidelines will be used for the 2011-2012 Optimist Year.  All 

scrapbook entries are due at or before the 2012 First Quarter Conference. 

 

1, SCRAPBOOK and COVER (2 points maximum) 

a. Official OI Scrapbook (1 pt.) 

b. Club name, year and presidentôs name engraved OR created on paper and adhered 

    to front outside cover (1 pt.) 

 2. TITLE PAGE (2 points maximum) 

a. Club name and year displayed (1 pt.) 

b. District name/number and zone number displayed (1 pt.) 

 

 3. CLUB HISTORY PAGE (3 points + opportunity for bonus) 

a. Year club was started AND name of sponsoring club (1-2 pts.) 

b. Recognition of Charter Members either by name or with photos (1 pt.) 

c. BONUS 1 point:  Recording your clubôs anniversary party with photos, if held. 

4. SCRAPBOOK LAYOUT (2 points + opportunity for bonus) 

a. Table of Contents (1 pt.) 

b. Sections tabbed in chronological order by either event, month or quarter (1 pt.) 

c. BONUS:  Detailed table of contents to allow easy access of judges to locate specific judging 

criteria (1 pt.) 

 

 5. SCRAPBOOK SECTIONS (10 points + opportunity for bonus) 

a. Event name predominantly displayed (1 pt.) 

b. Photos of event include kids attending AND Optimist members who were involved (1-2 pts.) 

c. Use of materials from the eventôs promotion: (includes but not limited to:  flyers, newspaper 

advertisements, invitations, etc.) (1-2pts) 

d. Use of materials used after events: (includes but is not limited to:  thank you cards sent and/or 

received, newspaper articles/photo of results, etc.) (1-2 pts.)   

 e.  Proper Recording of Media ï each printed newspaper clipping should list publication name 

AND date (1-2 pts.) 
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SCRAPBOOK JUDGING CTITERIA (continued)    By: Mary   Ladron 

f. Media Usage Frequency:  the publication of 5 or more club events/programs throughout year 

(includes but is not limited to:  ads, articles, photos, etc.) (1 pt.) 

     g. BONUS:  An entry in the scrapbook recording the use of radio and/or television media mode                                       

   for club event.  Must include broadcast date(s) and station names. (1pt) 

 

6. CLUB MEETINGS (3 points + opportunity for bonus) 

a. Date(s) of meetings (1 pt.) 

b. Names of speakers and/or guests (1pt) 

c. Pictures of members, speakers and/or guest (1 pt.) 

d. BONUS 1 point:  media coverage of a regular club meeting 
 

 7. ZONE and/or CONFERENCE METTINGS (4 points maximum) 

a. Date(s) and location of meeting (1 pt.) 

b. Program of flyer from meeting (1pt) 

c. Names AND photos of members in attendance (1-2 pts.) 

 8. GENERAL APPEARANCE (7 points maximum) 

a. Name of event, date and location predominantly displayed (1-3 points) 

b. Neat, orderly pages with good placement of photos (1-3 points) 

c. Periodic use of colored paper and /or colored print to highlight and/or brighten pages (1 point) 
 

 9. BONUS:  N.O.W. MEETING PAGE (2 points maximum) 

a. Date and location of meeting (1pt) 

b. Photos of speakers, members and/or guests (1pt) 
 

 10. BONUS:  CREATIVE INFLUENCE (6 points maximum) 

a. Regular use of colored paper on majority of pages (1 pt.) 

b. Creative use of stickers, stamps and colored print (1-3 pts.) 

c. Added accessories beyond the above, including but not limited to 3-D tags, etc.  (1-2pts) 
 

 11. IN MEMORIAM  (a page to honor members who passed away during the year)  

 

 

Regular Points available:  33 

  +            Bonus Points:   12 

                        Total Points possible:   45       
 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

                                                                        Mary Ladron/Scrapbook Chair 

                                                                     mladron@charter.net  715-344-5809          

                    

  

mailto:mladron@charter.net
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ZONE REPORTS  

ZONE 2: Lt. Gov. Dave Phelps  

Zone  reports Continued on page 15 

ZONE 3: Lt. Gov. Mary Grace Keene 

ZONE 2 ~ Breaking Boundaries:  The Breaking Boundaries club has been busy recruiting new members (16 since Oct. 

1).  They recently filled 2 vacant positions on the board.  They participated in a Poinsettia sale with the Everest Area Optimist 
Club and it proved to be a very successful sale.  The club will be busy presenting their òTeddy Bearó program in grade schools 

after the 1st of the year.  This is a program where they present an educational program on their home countries, and then they 
teach their native dances to the kids and let the students get a chance to dance.  Everyone who attends gets a Teddy Bear 

from the Breaking Boundaries Club.  Everest Area:  Everest Area Optimists have been busy distributing over 500+ dictionaries 
to area 3rd graders.(Did you know they started the whole Dictionary Project?) They are going to expand that program to do 

something for the teachers at that event.  They held a Packer Party and had 35 members and guests in attendance.  In Novem-
ber, their Youth Appreciation Event held a free movie for 525 kids and parents and received some great help from the Jr. Opti-

mist Club.  They also collected food for Peytonõs Promise.  They have inducted 2 new members and will be making donations to 
Jr. Achievement, Cub Scout Pack 435, and the YMCA.  In December, they recognized Kolton Kraft with the 2011 Youth Apprecia-

tion Award for his outstanding work to raise almost $10,000 to help support patients at Ministry Saint Clareõs hospital.  Everest 
Area JOOI CLUBS:  have also been very busy.  The Middle School Jr. Club has been volunteering at a variety of events and rais-

ing money for Toys for Tots, Salvation Army, Womenõs Community, and Peytonõs Promise.  They are working this year to send a 
delegation (14 students and 3 advisors) to the JOOI convention in Milwaukee in July.  The Rothschild Elementary School Alpha 

Club has 60 members and they are collecting food for the Salvation Army.  They will also be ringing bells for the Salvation Army 
this holiday season.  Mosinee:  The Mosinee Club participated in the holiday parade in Mosinee.  Santaõs sleigh was overflowing 

with gifts and they distributed 500 flying reindeer to children along the parade route.  Club members provided gifts to 12 chil-
dren they selected from their local giving trees.  Mosinee will distribute dictionaries to 3rd graders in January.  Wausau Break-

fast:  Recently donated their pin making equipment and a few volunteers to work with the children at the Marathon County Em-
ployees Holiday Party.  Upcoming activities include the 5th grade invention fair at John Marshall Elementary School in February 

and the Childrenõs Fair in April.  Wausau Noon: Has had some great speakers at their monthly event from around the commu-
nity.  Distributed 600+ dictionaries to 3rd graders in the Wausau schools.  Held a Vegas Night social and a Christmas 

Party.  Recently held a NOW meeting and have 5 prospective new members in attendance. 

ZONE 3 ~ Stevens Point Noon Club: October started with the installation of new officers.  Holly Carter is the new club president.  

The club honored the first Youth of the Month at the 2nd meeting of the New Year.  The club honors 6th grade students from the 
community.  It is amazing what these students are doing at school and in their community.  The club has two fund raisers going 

on.  The club is selling Poinsettias and personalized calendars.   In November, the club worked with the Breakfast club on the 
dictionary project. The clubs distribute dictionaries to all 3rd grade students in Stevens Point.  The club is doing a holiday bas-

ket.  On Dec 7, the annual Baked Goods auction at the club holiday party.  We had a guest auctioneer, who was able to get us 
to open up our wallets for the Toys for Tots program.  The club has a membership drive going on. The club is working on a new 

Youth event this year.  The club is planning to host a 9th grade formal for the two Stevens Point Junior High schools.   The club 
is hoping that this will be a great event for the students and a good fund raiser for the club. Plans have been finalized and the 

dance is schedule in early February. Stevens Point ð Plover Breakfast Club: The club started off the year with the installation 
banquet. Ashley Lang was installed as the new president.  The club honored the first Youth of the Month of the New Year.  A 

$100.00 savings bond was presented to the student.  The club has 1 meeting each month designated to honor the youth of 
the community. The club recently worked with the Noon Club on the 3rd grade Dictionary project.  President Ashley and the club 

are working on recruiting new members.  The club is looking at building a new club.  The club sponsors a JOOI club.   In Decem-
ber, the club sponsors a holiday basket.   Recently, the club gathered a group of Santaõs helpers and put together toys for the                

Toys for Tots program.  
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ZONE REPORTS Continued  Continued from page 14 

  The clubõs major fund raiser is Art Dollars for Youth which is held in April. Neillsville: The club started 

the New Year with their Installation banquet.  This year the title of president is being shared by Jim and 

Mary Kay Mills.  The club is selling Poinsettias and they are joining with the Stevens Point Noon club on the sale of 

òpersonalizedó calendar.  The club is working on their dictionary project and a Youth Appreciation event with local youth.  The 

club participates in the local Holiday basket project.  Tea at Tuffs is a project that the club does in January.  This project is a 

joint event with the local extension.  The event pays for news letters to new parents in the county.  The club keeps members 

updated with a newsletter.   At the end of the month the club is holding a Bake-less Bake Sale fund raiser.   Ruby Meihack, a 

charter member of the club died on Nov 26. Ruby was a very active member of the club. Wisconsin Rapids The club has added 

a new member.  

ZONE 3: Continued 

ZONE 5: Lt. Gov. Emil Gardiner  

ZONE 5 ~  Howard Suamico Club: Club President Scottie Corrigan is doing a good job in leading the club and all of its activities. 

Club collected and delivered (600) Pumpkins and help carved them with the kids for the Zoo Boo at the New Zoo in early Octo-
ber. The Howard-Suamico Christmas Parade took place on December 3 and was a success. The optimist had a nice float in the 

parade; the construction of it was lead by Mary Joan OõLeary who did a great job. Preparation is also under way for one of our 
largest fund raiser (Pancake and Porkie with eggs and strawberries) that takes place on February 26, 2012, Location: Rivers 

Bend Supper Club. Most of our membership participates in this one. Membership: Club started with 120 members, Mr. Robert 
Sheedy passed away October 6, and Leo Van De Yacht Charter Member passed away on October 26. The club has had great 

weekly speakers since the beginning of the year, thanks to the leadership of our members. Coming up is the Gift wrapping on 
Dec. 14 and Christmas Caroling on Dec. 24 and the club membership will celebrate on Dec. 27 at Rozyõs place. The ACPC re-

port form has been filled and sent. Club focus in coming months is Membership. Green Bay Sunrise: George Boronow has taken 
the bull by the horn and doing a great job as President. The club sends out one of the best I have seen Newsletter on a weekly 

basis. Club activities: Gift of life, the club has met their year end goals of 52 pints of blood and are now at 62 pints and count-
ing. The club adopted Jefferson Elementary School years ago and some of the memberships are doing tutoring for 3 rd grade 

and Kindergarten. Of course everyone involved with tutoring the children have to go thru a successful background check before 
being able to do it. One of their fund raiser is the work at the Packer Pro Shop. The club is being sponsored by: Malcore Fu-

neral Homes & Crematory/ Green Bay Packers. /Summit Planning Group / BMT Bay Motor Transport Inc. What a great idea to 
have sponsorship for the club. Club membership on October 1st = 43 The ACPC report has been filled and sent. One club visit 

has taken place. Club focus in coming months is to continue what they are doing so well for the kids. Shawano Club: Marv 
Erdman took over as club President and he is going great guns. Club activities: One of their main fund raiser is the Rose Sales. 

Other fund raisers are the Packer ticket Raffle, Farmers Market. Youth activities: Tri Star Football Contest and Christmas movie 
in December.465 people showed up to see 3 great movies, Happy feet two, Jack and Jill and the Muppets. These people 

brought in 1200 pounds of non perishable food items for SAFPARC the local food pantry. WOW Membership as of 1st of October 
2011: 39; 3 of these members were not removed at the end of last year. The ACPC report has been filled and sent. One club 

visit has taken place. Good speakers and excellent membership participation. Club is getting good recognition in local papers. 
Club focus for the next few months: Membership. Pulaski-Krakow Club:  Membership as of October 1st, 2011: 58 I have had no 

contact despite numerous attempts. Green Bay-West: Membership as of October 1st, 2011: 21. I attended an impromptu meet-

ing to meet the President Marty Taylor and club Secretary Treasurer John Kadletz. Very few people at the meeting as it was in  
the middle of the hunting season. Their fund raising plans are: Hunt for the Hungry and Buck Fever Night. Projects planned are: 

Winner Wear Helmets, Archery in the school program, Girl Scouts Sponsorship and Junior Achievement.   

  

More Zone  reports Continue on page 16 
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ZONE REPORTS Continued  

ZONE 6 ~  Thursday Breakfast: had a great turn out for their wildlife/kids day at the Green Bay Wildlife Sanctuary on October 

8th.  Green Bay Noon: carried a balloon again in the Green Bay holiday parade.  They are still selling Packer Yearbooks.   UWGB 
Phoenix: club is involved in Adopt a family for Christmas, making Linus blankets for kids, and the leap at Lambeau project.   

Allouez  Wednesday: continues to work on the Miracle League and the Patriot day project.  Preble: completed another success-
ful season of Terror on the Fox.    Monday Noon: sold Christmas wreaths.  The Falcons: had an end of the season dinner for 

their football players and parents at the Riverside Ballroom.   Most of the clubs in Zone 6 have had enjoyable gatherings for the 
holidays.   

ZONE 6: Lt. Gov. Mel Polarek 

ZONE 7: Lt. Gov. Tom Deer 

ZONE 7 ~  Everything is going well for all the clubs in the zone.  Ashwaubenon: donated $1,000 to the Reading is Fundamental 

Program at Cormier School, allowing each student to have books in their home.  They also do Christmas shopping for needy 
families, assisting 35 families with 55 children.  Bellevue East-Town: donated 147  new books to the Brown County Library "Give 

A Kid A Book" campaign.  They are wrapping toys for needy kids with 198 names from 88 families, and they donated $500 to 
St. Jude's Children' Hospital from proceeds from selling food at local auctions.  They are also gearing up for the village Freeze 

Fest in February.  Greenleaf-Wrightstown: is doing well with their food booth at Packer Games.  They held an Octoberfest golf 
outing, a wreath sale, and a Youth Appreciation banquet.  They had a Christmas party auction for a book fair they sponsor and 

participated in a holiday parade with their Junior Optimist club. They will be hosting an Essay contest.  As you can see the zone 
is very busy and is a plus 2 in membership thanks to Ashwaubenon. 

ZONE 8: Lt. Gov. Terry Schneider 

ZONE 8 ~  Algoma:  is continuing to work with helping the elderly weather proof their homes. Kewaunee:  has participated in 

the Kewaunee Christmas Parade. With the assistance of a group of high school students, they assembled the float and during 
the parade, they handed out chocolate truffles. They are continuing efforts to start a JOOI club at Kewaunee High School and 

are hoping the float building and parade efforts helped with that initiative. Next on their agenda is a tubing hill day at Winter 
Park in Kewaunee. This will be in late January/early February when the club sponsors Ĭ off for children under the age of 18. 

They expect to again FILL THE HILL with kids and adults. They are keeping their fingers crossed that they get a good base of 
snow for that event. Manitowoc Noon:  is sponsoring a family for Christmas along with ringing bells for the Salvation Army. The 

Manitowoc Noon Club continues to support a Student of the Month program. Manitowoc Sunrise:  December will find this club 
ringing bells for the Salvation Army. Sunrise Club:  has their annual Santa Skate. Admission is a food item for their local pantry 

and they have prizes along with Santa making his usual appearance. Silver Lake: Silver Lake College is currently on winter break 
and the club still is attempting to gain members Two Rivers: will be holding their annual White Elephant Christmas Party for their 

evening meeting. They are in the planning process for the Oratorical and Essay contests. I hope everyone enjoys their holidays. 

ZONE 4: Lt. Gov. Meredith Prebeg  

ZONE 4 ~  While we are overall down a few members, some clubs  have recently seen some additions with Tomahawk adding 

one new member and Merrill adding two new members Prentice: 15 members, reported. Antigo: 66 members, reported. Merrill 
held its annual Breakfast with Santa and itõs Free Movie showing 2 showings of the Muppets and collected food for their area 

food pantry. All clubs are looking forward to holiday celebrations and the beginning of the new calendar year.  

   (Zone 4 report was submitted after the deadline and therefore is not in the proper place between 3 & 5)  
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OUR WINUM District 2011-2012 LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS  

ZONE 1 

Lt. Gov. Deb Braden 

Hallie / Menomonie / Eau Claire / Chippewa Falls / Superior /      

Durand / Hudson / River Falls 

ZONE 2 

Lt. Gov. Dave Phelps 

Wausau Noon / Wausau Breakfast / Breaking Boundaries / Everest 

Area / Mosinee Area 

ZONE 3 

Lt. Gov. Mary Grace Keene 

Stevens Point Noon / Stevens Point -  Plover / Neillsville / Wisconsin 

Rapids / Marshfield 

ZONE 4 

Lt. Gov. Meredith Prebeg 

Antigo / Merrill / Tomahawk / Prentice 

  

ZONE 5 

Lt. Gov. Emil Gardiner 

Green Bay ï Howard Suamico / Pulaski ï Krakow / Shawano / 

Green Bay Sunrise / Green Bay West 

ZONE 6 

Lt. Gov. Mel Polarek 

Green Bay Allouez / Green Bay Breakfast / 

Green Bay / Green Bay Monday / Green Bay Preble / Green Bay 

Phoenix / Falcon Athletics  

ZONE 7 

Lt. Gov. Tom Deer 

Green Bay Ashwaubenon / Green Bay Bellevue East Town /         

DePere / Green Leaf ï Wrightstown / St. Norbert 

ZONE 8 

Lt. Gov. Terry Schneider 

Algoma / Kewaunee / Manitowoc / Manitowoc Sunrise / Sturgeon 

Bay / Silver Lake / Two Rivers 

ZONE 9 

Lt. Gov. UNREPRESENTED 

Appleton / Kaukauna Heart of the Valley / 

Neenah ï Menasha / Oshkosh / Waupaca 

ZONE 10 

Lt. Gov. Ken Weber 

Hilbert ï Potter / Chilton / Brillion / Kiel / New Holstein / Sherwood 

Area  

ZONE 11 

Lt. Gov. Scott Stangel 

Fond du Lac / Fond du Lac North / Fond du Lac Noon / Sheboygan / 

Sheboygan Evening / Plymouth / Oostburg 

 EVERY WONDER ABOUT LT. GOVERNORS ?  

Lt. Governors serve on the District Executive Committee, conduct Zone meetings, 

Zone Oratorical Contests, visit Clubs and handle the installation of officers. They 

also promote adding members and building new clubs in their zone. Lt. Governors 

serve as a direct link between the clubs within their Zone and the WINUM District 

as well as Optimist International and  they are your clubès place to turn for all the 

answers to your Optimist questions.      
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2010-2011 GOVERNOR THANKS & MILWAUKEE CONVENTION  

I want to thank everyone on the On Track For The Kids Year team. I want to thank 

all club officers and all dedicated Optimist members. A number of clubs have earned 

Honor Club status and some clubs maintained or had a growth in membership. Every-

oneôs dedication to the kids helped bring in 239 new members. Lets move forward 

using the new ideas and using this new energy. Letôs get together on February 10th and 11th in Fond du Lac 

to celebrate our year. 

Thanks again for all you do for the kids.       

Mark     

Immediate Past Governor 

mksprs@charter.net 
 

On to Milwaukee. If you have attended the last few district conferences, you are well aware of the 2012 

Optimist International Convention being held July 12 ï 14, 2012 in Milwaukee. It does not get more con-

venient than that. Follow this link and it will take you to all the most up to date information regarding this 

great event. http://www.optimist.org/e/Member/convention1.cfm. 

 

The tentative agenda appears on page 18 or go to:                                                                                  

http://www.optimist.org/Documents/TentativeAgenda_Milwaukee.pdf  

 

The Convention Newsletter appears on pages 19 & 20 or go to:                                                             

http://www.optimist.org/e/Member/convention4.cfm (please note that the links on these pages are dead 

because this is just a screen shot (image) of the web pages.) 
 

 

In addition to attending this great convention, there are opportunities to participate in many events of the 

convention. Volunteers are needed in a variety of areas and capacities. There is more information about 

these opportunities elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 

Put these dates on your calendars, July 12 ï 14, 2012. Do it now. In addition to these dates there are other 

activities being planned before and after the convention dates. If past international conventions are any 

indication, we are in for a fun, informative, fun, people meeting, learning opportunity, social gathering of 

the best people in the world, Optimists!  

 

If you are still unsure, plan to attend the 2nd quarter conference on February 10th and 11th in Fond du Lac 

and talk with any one who has attended a past convention. You will be assured of the benefits of attend-

ing. 
 

 

See you there, 

 

Mark Sprangers 

International Convention Ambassador 

mksprs@charter.net 

 

http://www.optimist.org/e/Member/convention1.cfm
http://www.optimist.org/Documents/TentativeAgenda_Milwaukee.pdf
http://www.optimist.org/e/Member/convention4.cfm
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OI FOUNDATION   By: Ken Eirich 

 

OIF  ~   IT IS YOURS, IT IS FOR THE KIDS, IT IS OURS 

  OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION  
 

 

 

What a great start to the year for the Optimist International Foundation.  At first conference in November 

of 2011 we raised $2733.50 towards our goal of $10,000 for the foundation.  Also we raised $945.33 for 

Childhood Cancer.  Thanks to all who have donated for the lunch time raffle and for all members for 

their purchase of raffle tickets. Thanks again for your continued support each and every conference.  

 

As with every conference we are still looking for donation items for our lunch time raffle.  If you have 

any items that are worthwhile for the raffle please bring them along to the February 10th & 11th confer-

ence. 

 

We all know there are many reasons to contribute to the foundation.  The biggest reason is for the kids.  

Through the foundationôs unrestricted funds, we are able to operate as optimist clubs.  We also receive 

training, sponsor programs, and are able to award scholarships for the kids. 

 

In addition to the kids many of the foundations benefits are extend to the clubs.  The biggest benefit is 

the pass through grant program, which gives tax deductible status to donations from business that want to 

give to your club.  There are also programs to help fund start up projects for your club.  

 

If you have any questions on any of these programs just find me or send me an email and I will be glad 

to help you through the process.   

 

Thanks again for all you do at the district level as well as in your clubs. 

 

 

Ken Eirich 

WINUM District Foundation Representative 

keneirich@yahoo.com.   

(please note new email address) 

OI Foundation Web Site is at: 

www.oifoundation.org 

When did you visit it last?  
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If you would like to request a special 

meal due to diet restrictions please indicate:  YES  NO 

Type of meal required:  _____________________________.  Every effort will be made to accommodate special needs. 

Please send registrations to:  Laurel Schirmer, 1807 North 6 Street, Sheboygan, WI  53081.  If you have any 
 questions, please call Laurel at 920-459-8759 or e-mail: schirmer.laurel@att.net 

 

Please bring your card to the 
meeting for scanning.  

Registrants who  fail to attend will 

be charged for meals! 

_________________________________________________ 

Card Name Card Number 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date Signature 

Spouse/Guest/Child (non-members)   Name(s):  ____________________________________ 

Ä Friday Fun Night  $18.00 $23.00 ______ ______ 

Ä Saturday Lunch $12.00 $17.00 ______ ______ 

Ä Saturday Awards Banquet $22.00 $27.00 ______ ______ 

 

TOTAL ENCLOSED (Make checks payable to WINUM District)  $_____ 

Charge to my credit card! (A $3 service charge will be added to all credit card transactions!)  $_____ 

REGISTRATION INFO  ($5 late fee each item) 

 Advance On Site Number Total $ 

Members (by Feb 4th) 

Ä    Registration $18.00 $23.00 ______ ______ 

Ä Friday Fun Night $18.00 $23.00 ______ ______ 

 (light meal ï tbd) 

Ä Saturday Lunch $12.00 $17.00 ______ ______ 

 (soup & salad buffet)  

Ä Saturday Awards Banquet $22.00 $27.00 ______ ______ 

 (port pork filet dinner) 

 (all menus are subject to change) 

______________________________________________________________________________                
Name  Address City, State, Zip 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

e-mail address Phone    Is this your first 

_______________________________________________________________________________ conference? _____________ 

Club Name Zone # Your 2011-12 office (if any) 

WINUM  2nd Quarter Conference 

February 10-11, 2012 

Ramada Plaza Hotel, 

1 North Main Street, Fond du Lac, WI   

ROOM RESERVATIONS:  Call the Ramada at 920-923-3000  Ask for the Optimists room block.    

Rate is $109 for Std Double Queen room.  1ÖÖÔÚɯɁÜÕÉÓÖÊÒɂɯÖÕɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƕƔȮɯƖƔƕƖȵ 

 

mailto:schirmer.laurel@att.net


 

THE OPTIMIST CREED 
 

Promise Yourself- 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 

To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best. 

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 

To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the  
presence of trouble. 

WINUM NEWSLETTER  

Submit your articles for the 
WINUM District Newsletter 

to:   

CHARLIE PUFAHL 
charliepufahl@aol.com 
802 Weston Avenue 
Rothschild, WI  54474-1143 
 
Phone: (715) 849-2679 [w] 
Phone: (715) 212-8433 [cell] 
Fax: (715) 849-8987 
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NEXT NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 

2011-12  3nd Quarter Newsletter 

MARCH 9, 2012 

Weôre on the web  www.winum.com 

Governor  

Sue Van Dreser 
715-344-1976 

vandreser@charter.net 
 

Governor Elect 

John Leonhard 
920-251-9874 

jleonhard@fdl.wi.gov 


