
A Word From the President 

Mark Your Calendars 

Opti-News 

 

Have you ever noticed how time flies by 

when you are having fun?  Hard to believe 

that I was preparing to become President 

just one short year ago.  It has been a 

great year with lots of successful pro-

grams, great ideas and new opportunities!  

It has also been a great year learning 

more about Optimism and the great peo-

ple that make up the organization.  Thank 

you to everyone who worked to make this 

year enjoyable, memorable, and success-

ful!  Now I am ready to hand the gavel to 

Dan Kohn and support Optimism in other ways.  Thanks for making the year fly by!  Nathan 
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President Nathan Knuth with Treasurer Theresa Dean 

and Secretary Darlene Alley...Thank you for all you do! 

Thursday, September 1 ɂ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ -ÏÍȭÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎȟ 0ÉÎÅÈÕÒÓÔ #ÅÎÔÅÒȟ 

3035 North Hastings Way, Eau Claire at 6:45 am. Report on Festival and Picnic 

Thursday, September 8  ɂ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ -ÏÍȭÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÁÔ άȡΪΫ ÁÍȢ  #ÌÕÂ 

Planning Meeting. 

Tuesday, September 13 ɂ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ #ÁÍÉÌÌÅȭÓ 3ÉÄÅ×ÁÌË #ÁÆïȟ 

1120 122nd St., #3, Chippewa Falls at 5:30 pm.  All are welcome. 

Thursday, September 15 ɂÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ -ÏÍȭÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÁÔ άȡΪΫ ÁÍȢ  "ÏÁÒÄ 

meeting discussion.    

September 16 through 18ɀ Oktober FestɂChippewa ClubɂNorthern Wisconsin 

State Fairgrounds, Chippewa Falls. 

September 22, Thursday,   ɂ   Installation banquet, Hallie Town Hall, 13033 30th 

Ave, Chippewa Falls at 5:30 pm. 

Thursday,  ɂ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ -ÏÍȭÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÁÔ άȡΪΫ ÁÍȢ  Guest Speaker, 

(ÁÈÎȭÓ -ÁÒËÅÔ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅȢ 

Home Club of Lieutenant Governor Sue Carlson 



August 4-  A total 22 attendees this morning;, 21 members and 

3ÕÅ #ÁÒÌÓÏÎȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÓÏÎ 4ÅÁÒÉÅÎ .ÉÅÓÏÎȦ  .ÁÔÈÁÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ω ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ 

be secret greeter.  All were gone so he picked a SG who turned out 

to be Mary Lee Powers.  Gale Haas would have won the Boost if he 

were in attendance...sorry, Gale.  Daryl Dehnke won 50-50.  Sung 

ÈÁÐÐÙ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÔÏ .ÏÒÍ 0ÌÏÕÒÄÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ Ȭ.ÏÒÍÓȭ 

and to Linda in several different keys.  Tearien passed a treat while 

Sue reported on District Meeting- ANA club points with 3 points 

for the Hallie Optimist Club.  Dues were discussed.  In order to be 

an Honor Club, membership needs to increase 20%, Hallie Club 

needs 10 new members and has 2.  The River Falls Club fund raiser  

of  putting up flags for specific holidays at $35 have sold 35 flags.  

River Fallsopoly game is 8 places away from completing the game.  

The Hudson Club mentors 4th & 5th graders helping them solve 

local problems.  Optimist Bingo ended the evening. David Meier 

passed collage of photos from the week.  River Falls meeting at 

Pizza Hut was great  with a visit to Crystal Cave  to discover David 

ÁÎÄ *ÏÈÎȭÓ  ÈÅÉÇÈÔ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ɉÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÉÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ÉÓÓÕÅɊȢ  $ÁÎ +ÏÈÎ 

reminded them to look for the Quack to remember to Duck!  Larry 

Bradford reported on the Superior visit with breakfast in Rice 

Lake.  Big shock going from 78 to 83 degrees and to see flooding in 

downtown Superior.   Superior Optimist biggest fund raiser is Au-

gust 27, Pancake Breakfast that coincides with the Dragon Festi-

val.  Flooding relocated a visit to Amnicon Falls to the Challenge 

Center whose special employees raise greenhouse tomatoes and 

peppers.  It is easy to see why every employee is  proud of their 

work to raise such delicious and beautiful tomatoes!  Jerrie Powers 

reported on CCC picnicɀ please help put flyers out.  Daryl reported 

that Bernie Hartung is home after 3 months and read the Optimist 

Creed daily.  Bob Radandt  was all excited to  get the old gutters 

and downspouts from his neighbor. He and his wife, Joanne, cut it 

into 8 foot lengths to fit in his van.  Found out only the downspouts 

are aluminum...the gutters were all tin!  Made the neighbor happy.  

The Chippewa Club emailed David Meier wanting to know where 

to take aluminum cans for the Hallie Club.  We will pick them up!  

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȟ #ÈÉÐÐÅ×Á #ÌÕÂȢ  $ÒȢ +ÅÖÉÎȭÓ (ÅÁÌÔÈ 4ÉÐȡ  3ÔÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ 

worryɀ when is the last time they improved life?  Let go and let 

God.   
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More Club Visi ts 

At the Challenge CenterɂArlene Meier, Larry Bradford, John 

Van Beek, Center staff Debra and Gene, Lucille Van Beek 

David Meier and Larry Bradford show off tomatoes raised at the 

Challenge Center.  Some were handed out before the photo. 

Superior Club Visitɂ John and Lucille Van Beek, Bonnie Baker

-Superior Club President Elect, David and Arlene Meier, and 

Larry Bradford 



August 11ɀ 22 members and Bernie Hartung!  Rosanne Hartung was 

vetted with Happy Birthday!  LeRoy Patten was the Secret Greeter, 

Arlene Meier won Boost.  Dave Meier passed a sign-up sheet to assist 

the Chippewa Optimist Booth for Oktoberfest on September 16 

through 18.  John Van Beek reported club visit to  Durand.  Always a 

challenge to see which club can get most members and 

Hallie came through with 4 members at the last minute 

to surpass Durand.  Missouri Valley 4-H Club gave a great 

show singing Puff the Magic Dragon, Theme from Arial, 

Monster Mash, and more.   Jim Reppert had a cute little 

girl named Emily staring at him during the performance, 

then he realized each performer was looking at one per-

son!  Linda reported on Festival in the Pines progress and 

Jerrie discussed final plans for the Childhood Cancer 

Campaign Picnic.  Then we played Optimist Bingo!   

 

More Club Visi ts 
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PLEASE SAY A PRAYER- 

For fellow Optimist, Jim Nyre.  He was recently diagnosed 

with cancer and has a large tumor in his lung.  He has appoint-

ments on Tuesday and Wednesday and undergoes more tests 

on Thursday, September 8, that will determine his treatment.  

Jim may be undergoing surgery.   

Durand Club Visit-  At the Durand House (left) 

and entertainment by the Missouri 4-H club. 



Evelyn Carl i le ,  Smal l  Business Account ing Trainer 

August 18ɂ 27 attendees to the evening 
meeting at Fill-Inn Station.  Mary and Marty 
Green from Eau Claire Optimists and Chuck 
and Lois Lane from the Durand Optimists 
along with Jeff  Carlson, Joann Radandt, 
Sue Plourde, and Ginny Senter.  Secret 
GreeterɂMary Lee Powers.  Boostɀ Har-
old Snortheim.  Sang a harmonious Happy 
Birthday to Rose Hartung.  Picnic and 
Festival final information was discussed.  
Sign up sheets for Oktober Fest and Mall 
of America were passed.  New members 
needed.  Darlene Alley and Jim Reppert 
bragged about their first great grandchild.  

Linda Soltis-Schroeder bragged about her daughter, Carla, getting 
job at 2 middle schools.  John VanBeek reported on the Eau Claire 
visit and how it was close but at the last minute, Linda put us over 
the Eau Claire Club.  Hudson visit scheduled for Tuesday evening.  At 
ÔÈÅ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ÔÏÏË ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÁÎÓ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ "ÏÂ Ȭ4ÈÅ #ÁÎ 
-ÁÎȭ 2ÁÄÁÎÄÔȢ  +ÁÔÙ &ÏÒÓÙÔÈÅ ÔÁÌËÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÅÒ ΨΪ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÔ 57-
Extension working with 4-H Youth Development.  A joy to work with 

youth and their families and to see the young people develop.  Frus-
trating to see decrease in funding and staff that make it hardest to 
reach those who need the program most.  Cost of prevention is far less 
than rehabilitation.  Katy plans to advocate for other programs like 4-
H, family and children.  She was promptly presented with an Optimist 
brochure and application. 

August 25ɂ 7ÉÔÈ Ψά ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ Ψ ÇÕÅÓÔÓȟ -ÏÍȭÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ ×ÁÓ 

ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÆÕÌÌȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÃÒÅÔ 'ÒÅÅÔÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÌÁÔÅ ÓÏ .ÁÔÈÁÎ ÃÈÏÓÅ Á ȬÓÔÁÎÄ 

ÉÎȭ ȢȢȢ#ÁÎ -ÁÎ "ÏÂ 2ÁÄÁÎÄÔȢ  "ÏÂ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÏÎ ΫΦ-50 and Bill Senter won 

Boost.  John Van Beek helped Linda Soltis-Schroeder out by asking for 

more blood donations as the Green Bay Sunrise President and Presi-

dent-elect were drooling about truffles in Manitowoc.  Jerry Powers  

announced he has a grill and chef that can cook 125 brats per hour and 

LeRoy Patten said that is good...what will everyone else eat?  Two 

new can containers will be at our event in the park.  Dave Meier re-

quested we sign up for Oktoberfest, especially food preparation on 

Wednesday, September 14, from 8 am to 3 pm.  Mary Lee Powers  

reported on the Hudson Club visit.  With a  tour of Hudson area parks 

prior to the meeting at the Urban Olive and Vine (they have 75 flavors 

of olive oil).  The Hudson club is going great guns with their main fund-

raiser the Pumpkin Festival in October.   We did manage to have more 

members at the meeting.  Sue Carlson reminded everyone to sign up 

for the Installation banquet at the Hallie Town Hall on September 22, 

5:30  fellowship, 6:00 meal.  Rich Carlson presented Dan Kohn with 

ÐÅÎȟ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÃËÅÔ ÏÆ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÓȣȭÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏ ÙÏÕ 

ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÓÍÏÏÔÈȭ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÁÎÉÔÏ×ÏÃ #ÏÎÆÅÒȤ

ence.  He also noted this was not a bid for a future presidency.  Nathan 

Knuth reported on membership and encouraged everyone to keep 

involving people and invite them to join.  Evelyn Carlile, Small Busi-

ness Accounting Trainer, talked about her business and updates to the 

tax code.  She works with small businesses to develop a bookkeeping 

system to simplify their tax  reporting.  Includes 100% free phone sup-

port...get it right in 2 minutes rather than taking 3 hours to fix.  Health 

Tip from Dr. Kevin Schultzɀ Goal setting; instead of giving yourself a 

reward for doing something, try a punishment.  For example, put 

money in a jar and give it to a charity you despise.   

Katy Forsythe,  UW-Extension 
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Eau Claire Club Visitɀ Neil Hovind, John and Lucille Van Beek, 

David and Arlene Meier, Larry Bradford, Linda Soltis-Schroeder, 

and Norm Plourde 
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SPOTS 

INSTALLATION BANQUET 

SEPTEMBER 22, 5:30 PM 

Hallie Town Hall 

$12 per person, checks payable to HOC 

Send to Sue Carlson 701 Harding St, Chippewa 
Falls WI 54729 

 

COMMUNITY DAYS BOOKLETS  

NOW AVAILABLE $5 EACH  contact Lucille 

 

SEE YOUR CLUB WEB SITE @ 

WWW.HALLIEOPTIMISTCLUB.ORG 

DISASTER DEPLETES BLOOD SUPPLYð Blood drives along the east coast 

were cancelled due to Hurricane Irene, with more storms on the way a stable 
blood supply is even more important!  

Get a friend and make an appointment  or drop in at the Blood Donor Center, 
3485 Hamilton Avenue, Eau Claire Mon, Tue and Wed:  12:30 p.m. ï 6:30 

p.m., Thu and Fri:  7:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m.  
To make an appointment to donate blood call 715 -835-4020. 

For more information:  
Learn about blood donation at redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-GIVEBLOOD.   

Nobody loses when you donate the gift of life!  

 
   Hallie   Green Bay Sunrise  

Donation Goal   52  52 
Pints donated    38  39   

Pints needed     14  13   
   

Anniversary 

Jakki and Brad Wittwer  September 17 

Linda and Lane Soltis-Schroeder September  28 

 

Birthdays 
 

Jodi Arriola  September 2 

Evelyn Usher  September 2 

Juli Jallas  September 6 

Jim Bakken  September 14 

David Meier  September 16 

August 9ɂ Board Meeting Minutes; Members in atten-
dance: Nathan Knuth, Darlene Alley, Theresa Dean, Jim 
Reppert, Jakki Wittwer, Rich Carlson, Gale Haas,  Evelyn 
Usher, David Meier.  Members absent: Jody Guckenberg.  
Club members in attendance: Sue Carlson, Dan Kohn.  
3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÁÎÄ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄȢ  
David Meier moved to revise  Policy and Procedures to 
include registration and meals to be paid by the club at 
conference only.  2nd by Gale Haas.   A yearly planning 
meeting will be held September 8th to discuss fundrais-
ers, events, other ideas.  Sue Carlson discussed recruit-
ing members and wrapping up the year.  Jim Reppert 
moved to close the meeting.  Gale Haas 2nd.   

http://WWW.HALLIEOPTIMISTCLUB.ORG
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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Promise Yourself ~ 
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
To talk health, happiness, and prosperity to every person you meet. 
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 
To look at the sunny side of everything and make you optimism come true. 
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and expect only the best. 
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 
To forget the mistakes of the past and to press on to the greater achievements of the future. 
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence of trouble. 

Optimist Internat ional 

The Optimist Creed                                                                                       

Childhood Cancer Cam-

paign Picnic raised over 

$600 !  Thanks to all the 

volunteers;  David & Ar-

lene Meier, Gale Haas, 

Sue Carlson, John & 

Lucille VanBeek, 

Theresa & Tom Dean, Mary Ann & Rod Schafer, Norm Plourde, Darlene Al-

ley, Jim & Twyla Bakken, Jim Reppert, Bob & Joanne Radandt, Jaiy & Jeff 

Carlson.  Special thanks to Bill & Ginny Senter for the Pop Corn Machine, Bus 

Crew of Jody, Jay (mechanic extraordinaire), Hanna, & Hayden Guckenberg.  Thanks to Ken Nyhus for the 

cooking, grill and gas.  Food was brought by all the previous mentioned plus Linda Soltis-Schroeder, July 

Jallas, and Jean & LeRoy Patten.  Thanks for a successful and fun day!-  Jerrie & Mary Lee Powers 

Officers: 

Nathan Knuth,  President 

Rich Carlson, Past President 

Darlene Alley, Secretary 

Theresa Dean, Treasurer 

Board Members: 

Jody Guckenberg 

Gale Haas 

Jim Reppert 

Evelyn Usher 

Jakki Wittwer 

Dave Meier 

  

Newsletter Editor: 

Linda Soltis-Schroeder 

lmsoltis@clearwire.net   715-598-4951 

Festival in the Pines Hallie Optimist Club volunteered  a total of 

60 hours to raise $300.  Thanks to Kevin Schultz, Nathan Knuth, 

David & Arlene Meier, Harriet Dehnke, Linda and Lane Soltis-

Schroeder, Jim Reppert, Darlene & Dave Alley, John & Lucille 

Van Beek, Jean and LeRoy Patten, Larry Bradford, Andrea 

Jones, Sally ? and Evelyn Usher.  (left to right, Sally, Larry, LeRoy 

(seated), Jim, Jean, Darlene, Nathan, and Dave) 


